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“To fix the sin of the Golden Calf” 
 

 

Accounting and punishment 

The Parsha of Ki Tisa, especially "sheni", the second 

reading,  is one of the most difficult in the Torah – not 

just the deep meaning, but it's actual content; the only 

time G'd suggests to Moshe 

דֹול ה אֹוְתךָּ ְלגֹוי ג ָּ ֵּם ְוֶאֱעש ֶ ֶהם ַוֲאַכל  י בָּ ִּ ַחר ַאפ  י ְויִּ ִּ ה ל  יחָּ ה ַהנ ִּ ָּ  ְוַעת 

Now leave Me alone, and My anger will be kindled 
against them so that I will annihilate them, and I will 
make you into a great nation.1 

The people are still next to Mount Sinai, still under the 

impression of the thunder and lightning – but perform 

a grave sin "As a bride being unfaithful under her 
chuppa"2 . G'd says to Moshe "Enough is Enough, I 

understand who I am dealing with, and want to put an 

end to it". The story is well known – Moshe comes 

down from the mountain, smashes the tablets, Shouts 

" Whoever is for the Lord, [let him come] to me!", and 

the tribe of Levi join him. Three thousand are killed by 

The Levi'im, and G'd adds more 

ה ַאֲהרֹן ש ָּ ר עָּ ֶ ֶגל ֲאש  עֵּ ו   ֶאת הָּ ש  ר עָּ ֶ ם ַעל ֲאש  עָּ ף ד' ֶאת הָּ ֹ ג   :ַוי ִּ

Then the Lord struck the people with a plague, 
because they had made the calf that Aaron had 
made.3 

Despite G'd's great anger, Moshe manages to 

change the planned punishment. G'd sums up: 

ם ֶאל ֲאש ֶ  עָּ ה ֶאת הָּ ְך ְנחֵּ ה לֵּ ָּ ֶניךָּ ְוַעת  ְך ְלפָּ לֵּ י יֵּ כִּ ה ַמְלאָּ נ ֵּ ְך הִּ י לָּ ְרת ִּ ב ַ ר ד ִּ

ם אתָּ ָּ יֶהם ַחט  י ֲעלֵּ ַקְדת ִּ י ו פָּ ְקדִּ ָּ   4 ו ְביֹום פ 

And now go, lead the people to [the place] of which I 
have spoken to you. Behold My angel will go before 
you. But on the day I make an accounting [of sins 

                                                           
1 Exodus 32:10 
2 Shabbat 82 
3 Ibid verse 35 

upon them], I will bring their sin to account against 
them. 

The destruction is immediately canceled , but with the 

cancelation comes a very important piece of 

information, as Rashi writes: 

But on the day I make an accounting, etc.: Now I have 
listened to you not to destroy them all at once, but 
always, always, when I take an accounting of their 
sins, I will also account a little of this sin with the other 
sins. [This means that] no punishment befalls Israel 
in which there is not part of the punishment for the sin 
of the [golden] calf. -[from Sanh. 102a]  5 

[Accounting and punishment are very similar words in 

Hebrew (פרעון ופורענות) - S] We see Moshe's strong 

reaction to G'd's plan – but don't notice his 

educational plan at the end of our Parsha 

Removing the crowns 

 Our Rabbis teach us that after the sin of the golden 

calf and the following eighty days in Sinai – at the end 

of which Moshe comes down from the mountain with 

the second set of tablets, will come the 

commandment to build the Mishkan (tabernacle) . 

How does Moshe educate us himself during this 

time? In a few short verses we learn of his "treatment" 

א  רָּ ֲחֶנה ְוקָּ ַ ן ַהמ  ק מִּ ֲחֶנה ַהְרחֵּ ַ חו ץ ַלמ  ה לֹו מִּ טָּ ֹאֶהל ְונָּ ח ֶאת הָּ ק ַ ה יִּ ֶ ו מֹש 
ד  לֹו ֹאֶהל מֹועֵּ

And Moses took the tent and pitched it for himself 
outside the camp, distancing [it] from the camp, and 
he called it the tent of meeting6 

4 Ibid 34 
5 Rashi, ibid. 
6 Exodus 33:7 
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This is no Mishkan or meeting tent yet – this is 

something else.. 

ֲחֶנה ַ חו ץ ַלמ  ר מִּ ֶ ד ֲאש  א ֶאל ֹאֶהל מֹועֵּ צֵּ ש  ה' יֵּ ל ְמַבק ֵּ ָּ ה כ  יָּ  ְוהָּ

and it would be that anyone seeking the Lord would 
go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the 
camp7 

Rashi explains the name of this tent: 

And he would call it the tent of meeting. That is the 
meeting house of those seeking the Torah.8 

It is important to note that the first "Ohel-Moed" – 

meeting tent , Moshe's bet midrash, stands for half a 

year (or perhaps 10 months) [until the completion of 

the mishkan – S]. What did it contain? How did the 

making of this tent teach Israel a lesson in it's most  

difficult time? 

The Torah tells us about Moshe making the tent after 

relating another, less remembered, reaction to the sin 

of the golden calf  

[When] the people heard this bad news, they 
mourned, and no one put on his finery. And the Lord 
said to Moses: "Say to the children of Israel: 'You are 
a stiff necked people; if I go up into your midst for one 
moment, I will destroy you; but now, leave off your 
finery, and I will know what to do to you.' So the 
children of Israel divested themselves of their jewelry 
from Mount Horeb9 

What was this jewelry? What was the "finery" ? Rashi 

brings a midrash: 

this bad news: that the Shechinah would not rest 
[upon them] or go with them. 

 and no one… his finery: [I.e.,] the crowns given to 
them in Horeb when they said, “…we will do and we 
will hear” (Exod. 24:7) (Shab. 88a)10 

These were the crowns given to us by angels when 

we said "we will do and we will listen" . This 

expression is a sign of the divine presence in Israel – 

as it is an expression of receiving the yoke – the 

correct way to behave – to do and to listen. 

What happened with the golden calf was the 

complete opposite. Israel's main claim was  

ם ְצַריִּ ֶאֶרץ מִּ נו  מֵּ ר ֶהֱעלָּ ֶ יש  ֲאש  אִּ ה הָּ ֶ ה לוֹ  ֶזה מֹש  יָּ ַדְענו  ֶמה הָּ  11 לֹא יָּ

                                                           
7 ibid 
8 Rashi ibid 
9 Ibid 4-6 

  

because this man Moses, who brought us up from the 
land of Egypt we don't know what has become of him 

Because we didn’t know what had happened to 

Moshe, so we, using our own sense, think we should 

do something. First of all we will listen and 

understand, and only afterwards do something, or not 

do something – depending on what we think. To a 

certain extent even Aharon behaves in the same way. 

The crowns are removed from us, we lose our finery, 

the divine presence leaves us and we have a double 

treatment: First of all first aid, and then long term 

treatment. First we treat the symptoms – the breaking 

of the tablets, the killing of thousands of the sinners, 

these are all necessary but not long term solutions. 

Ohel Moed – the long term solution 

The long term solution is to make a tent, to pitch it far 

away from the camp, and to slowly build a group of 

"seekers of G'd" that will go out of the camp to the 

tent. The question "Whoever is for the Lord, [let him 

come] to me" was not answered unanimously, only 

Shevet Levi came to stand with Moshe – not because 

the rest of Israel served the Golden Calf, G'd forbid, 

but because even if we not idol worshippers, but to 

answer "whoever is for the L'rd" with a complete 

heart, we must be "seekers of G'd." 

For long months the tent of meeting was outside the 

camp, well before the Mishkan was built. This means 

that the name of the Mishkan "Ohel Moed" was 

"borrowed" from Moshe's first tent. It was the name of 

Moshe's yeshiva for those seeking G'd and the divine 

presence. This is where Moshe who received the 

Torah at Sinai, passed it on to Yehushua as our 

parsha ends: 

ן נו ן ַנַער לֹ  ַע ב ִּ ֻׁ ְרתֹו ְיהֹוש  ֹאֶהלו ְמש ָּ ֹוְך הָּ ת  יש  מִּ מִּ  12 א יָּ

His attendant, Joshua, the son of Nun, a lad, would 
not depart from the tent. 

Two victory mechanisms  

Slowly the treatment continues, the people begin to 

understand that the way to bring back the divine 

presence is via the ohel moed – the meeting tent. The 

Mishkan was built in two mechanisms: the first in the 

Parshot of Teruma and Tetzave with gold, precious 

stones and olive oil. During these months donations 

were raised to build the mishkan with all its parts and 

clothes. The second mechanism, happens at the 

10 Rashi 
11'32:1  
12 33:11 
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same time exactly – the making of the ohel moed, a 

small tent, 12 miles away from the camp, demanding 

an effort to reach it . A group of "G'd seekers" 

develops, and they deliver the long term treatment to 

the whole people, to show "I will dwell in their midst" 

is possible, and is a part of us. 

We read this parsha this year on the "The thirteenth 

day of the 12th month – the month of Adar"13 the day 

the evil Haman planned to kill all the Jewish people – 

in both stories the treatment was in the two ways 

described above. 

We remember in the sin of the golden calf the harsh 

"heroic" response, but the real long term solution was 

in the meeting place for the seekers of G'd. Haman's 

evil plans were also thwarted by Mordechai and 

Esther in two ways: we remember the heroic side – 

the feast, the royal clothes and horse, the sleepless 

night, the tree and all the noise. But the downfall of 

Haman began in Mordechai's bet Midrash. When 

Haman comes to tell Mordechai he is going to destroy 

our people, we finds Mordechai teaching children 

verses from the Torah – This is the long term 

treatment that erases the memory of Amelek, this is 

when he understood  he couldn’t win against our 

people and our Torah.  

This is the sin , and this is the repentance –  

anyone seeking the Lord would go out to the tent of 
meeting 

 

For more details of Rav Elon’s Shiurim and to receive 
“A taste of Shabbat” weekly  
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13 Esther 3:13 
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