
 

1 
 

 בס"ד

 

 

 

Rav Mordechai Elon 

Translated and edited by his students  
 

“Create for me a pure heart!" 
 

 

Pure studies 

This week we open a new chumash and will begin 

to learn the laws of sacrifices 

Said Rabbi Assi – Why do children start their Torah 

studies from the book of Vayikra and not from 

bereshit? Because children are pure, and sacrifices 

are pure – let the pure ones study pure things1 

Our chumash has many different names: Torat 

Kohanim, the Book of Holiness, Leviticus and others 

– but for us the name is Vayikra ("And he called"). 

The name of a chumash is usually the first, or one 

of the first, words – but it also says something about 

the content too. Bereshit, in the beginning, isn’t just 

the opening word, but it describes the content of 

the whole book – the creation. Shemot – names, 

are not just the names of those who went down to 

Egypt, but also the idea of redeeming the nation of 

slaves and giving them back their personal identities 

and names. We see that everyone is an individual 

with a name and purpose in life, and is able to make 

a place for G'd inside him. 

The name of our chumash is a challenge. What is 

the deep meaning of the word Vayikra? It looks like 

a simple word with no connection to a book talking 

of sacrifices and holiness. Our question deepens 

when we read the first verse of the Chumash: 

ְקָרא ר ֹמֶשה ֶאל ַויִּ ָליו ה' ַוְיַדבֵּ ֹאֶהל אֵּ ד מֵּ אֹמר מֹועֵּ ר:. לֵּ  ַדבֵּ

י ֶאל ל ְבנֵּ ְשָראֵּ ֶהם ְוָאַמְרתָ  יִּ  2  ..ֲאלֵּ

                                                           
1 Vayikra Rabba 3:7 
2 Vayikra 1:1 

And He called to Moses, and the Lord spoke to him 

from the Tent of Meeting, saying, Speak to the 

children of Israel, and say to them: 

The word Vayikra is not just an unimportant word, 

it looks to be superfluous too! The book could save 

started with "G'd spoke to Moses saying speak to 

the children of Israel.." 

Rashi teaches us an important idea: 

And He called to Moses: Every [time God 

communicated with Moses, whether it was 

represented by the expression] ר  And He“ ,ַוְיַדבֵּ

spoke,” or ֹּאֶמר  and He“ ,ַוְיַצו and He said,” or“ ;ַוי

commanded,” it was always preceded by [God] 

calling [to Moses by name] (Torath Kohanim 1:2-3). 

 is an expression of affection, the [same] [ְקִריָאה]

expression employed by the ministering angels 

[when addressing each other], as it says, “And one 

called (ְוָקָרא) to the other…” (Isa. 6:3).3 

According to Rashi, every time G'd spoke to Moses, 

he called to him first as a sign of affection. Why does 

the Torah tell us this here, and how is it connected 

to the subject of the Chumash?  

Calling Moses 

The beginning of Vayikra is a direct continuation of 

the end of Sefer Shemot – in which we read in the 

last few verses : 

ֶהל ֶאת ֶהָעָנן ַוְיַכס ד אֹּ ֹּא. ַהִמְשָכן ֶאת ָמלֵּא' ה ּוְכבֹוד מֹועֵּ ל ְול  ָיכֹּ

ֶשה ֶהל ֶאל ָלבֹוא מֹּ ד אֹּ  ֶאת ָמלֵּא' ה ּוְכבֹוד ֶהָעָנן ָעָליו ָשַכן ִכי מֹועֵּ

    4ַהִמְשָכן

3 Rashi ibid 
4 Exodus 34:40 

Parshat Vayikra  5776 

A taste of Shabbat 



 

2 
 

 Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because 

the cloud rested upon it and the glory of the Lord 

filled the Mishkan 

Moses can't enter the tent because of the cloud – 

so G'd must call and invite him – this is the type of 

endearment Rashi mentioned being similar to the 

angels calling each other. 

How it is possible to enter the cloud, how is it 

possible to deal with the lofty ideas of our Chumash. 

"Let pure ones come" (children) says the midrash, 

"and deal with pure things", they can as they are 

pure, but what about us? We are not always so pure 

– so much so that we stand outside the tent covered 

in G'd's cloud, we want to enter, but cannot see a 

way of doing it – no one will invite us. But, there is 

a voice calling out to us, we must learn how to 

answer it – how not to get stuck outside due to our 

sins and mistakes. 

The first call 

When we read the word Vayikra, we remember the 

first time it is used in the Torah, which just as in our 

parsha, looks superfluous: 

ֹּאֶמר ָהָאָדם ֶאל ֹלִהים-אֱ ' ה ַוִיְקָרא   5   ַאֶיָכה לֹו ַוי

And the Lord God called to man, and He said to him, 

"Where are you?" 

This could have been the calling to change the 

history of the world – after Man sinned it wasn’t G'd 

hiding in a cloud, but Man hiding from G'd in the 

tree – it was a call full of love: 

Where are you: He knew where he was, but [He 

asked him this] in order to enter into conversation 

with him, lest he be frightened to answer if He should 

punish him suddenly6 

Where are you man? Answer me! We didn’t, and 

instead told stories "Don’t ask", "The women you 

gave me", "I was afraid"… If we had only answered 

"Here I am הנני", and entered the conversation the 

story would have been completely different. The 

comparison if Gevalt – The word Vayikra is written 

in the Torah with a small Aleph – the only time in 

the Torah. There is also one time the letter Aleph is 

enlarged- in the book of Chronicles: 

                                                           
5 Bereshit 3:9 
6 Rashi ibid 

ת ָדםָא  נֹוש שֵּ   .7 א 

Adam (Man) Seth and Enosh 

This enlarged Aleph isn’t a sign of pride, it is a sign 

of great force and power. If anyone received divine 

gifts more than Moses it was Adam. Moses was 

born to Amram and Yocheved, he grew up in 

Pharaoh's palace, redeemed the children of Israel 

and received the Torah. Adam was "born" to G'd. If 

there was a "man of G'd" before Moses, it was 

Adam. 

The sin of the tree of knowledge is when Adam 

starts to think that he too is a god. He has so much 

power, the snake told him "you will be like God , 

knowing good and evil". Only when we stood at 

Sinai did "the poison of the snake leave us"8 and the 

sin was rectified. 

When a man comes close אדם כי יקריב 

Moses was the most humble of men. This doesn’t 

mean that he underestimated himself, the opposite 

is true. Humility means that we know our true value 

and potential, but I realize that it is all a gift from 

G'd. Its is a feeling that if someone else would have 

been given the same opportunity I was, to be born 

to  Yocheved and Amram, grown up in Bitya, 

Pharaoh's daughter's home, he could have 

achieved much more. I am aware and never forget 

that what I have is a gift. If we remember this, then 

we can answer the call of Vayikra with a small Aleph, 

without any need to hide in a tree.  

He will hear the divine voice call him close, the same 

voice that once called out "Where are you" calls 

again, and if we answer, our sins will be purified. G'd 

doesn’t only call Moses, he calls every one of us 

from inside the cloud and invites us to enter.  

May we have the merit to enter the holy book of 

Vayikra.. 

For more details of Rav Elon’s Shiurim and to receive “A 

taste of Shabbat” weekly  
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7 Chron. 1 1:1 
8 See Vayikra Rabba 18:3 
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