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“A story of life and death"  
  

A late memorial  
ר ה ֶאל' ה֙  ַוְיַדֵּב֤ י ֹמֶׁש֔ ֲחֵר֣ ן ְּבֵנ֣י ְׁשֵנ֖י מֹות ַאֽ ֲהֹר֑  And God spoke to Moshe after the death of Aaron's two sons. Our parsha opens with a reminder of the tragic death of Aaron's two sons in Parshat Shimini, that we read a month ago. During the climax of the "Eighth day", during the month of Nisan, they offered up "strange fire" at the altar, and at once the atmosphere changed with their death . The obvious question we must ask is why is this parsha, with it's opening verse, not straight after Parshat Shmini? Rashi, in his commentary, strengthens the question   ַאֽ

 . Rabbi Elazar Ben Azzria explained with a parable – A doctor tells an ill person not to eat cold food or to sleep in dirty places . If the doctor tells him "don’t eat cold food or sleep in dirty places so you won't die as Ploni did" it has much more effect – this is why the Torah says "after the death of Aaron's sons" If this is so, there is even more reason to place our parsha after Shmini – Our parsha deals with the duties of the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur to atone for sins – which could fit in with the story of the sin of Nadav and Avihu.  Life and death Apart from the story itself, this is the only place the death of the two sons is mentioned. Let's see what the Torah teaches us between the two mentions: First of all the prohibition of  Kohanim  drinking alcohol   אהרן בני שני מות אחרי נאמר לכך, הראשון מן יותר זרזו זה, פלוני שמת כדרך תמות שלא בטחב תשכב ואל צונן תאכל אל לו ואמר אחר בא, בטחב תשכב ואל צונן תאכל אל לו אמר, רופא אצלו שנכנס לחולה משל, מושלו עזריה בן אלעזר רבי היה, לומר תלמוד מה

ר ִַ֣יןי ְׁשְּת  ַאל ְוֵׁשָכ֞ ה ֵּת֣ ֲאֶכ֛ם ִאָּת֗ ּוָבֶנ֣י ַאָּת֣ ֶהל ֶאל ְּבֹבֽ ד ֹא֥  :You and your sons may not drink wine or spirits when you come to serve in the tabernacle The reason is written explicitly   מֹוֵע֖
א ֹ֣ תּו ְול ת ָתֻמ֑ ם ֻחַּק֥ ם עֹוָל֖ ֵתיֶכֽ   This is a law forever in order that you will not die Straight afterwards the laws of what we may and may not eat, with a very clear ending   ְלֹדֹרֽ

יל ין ְלַהְבִּד֕ א ֵּב֥ ין ַהָּטֵמ֖ ר ּוֵב֣ ין ַהָּטֹה֑ ַחָּיה֙  ּוֵב֤ ֶלת ַהֽ ֱאֶכ֔ ֶּנֽ ה ּוֵבין֙  ַהֽ ַחָּי֔ ר ַהֽ א ֲאֶׁש֖ ֹ֥ ל ל ָאֵכֽ  To differentiate between pure and impure, between edible and non edible animals After talking about animals we move on to the purity of man. The laws of birth, leprosy, ritual uncleanness – the lowest level of impurity and how it is purified. Here too the Torah sums up    ֵתֽ
ת א ְּב֥יֹום ְלהֹוֹר֕ ר ּוְב֣יֹום ַהָּטֵמ֖   To teach about the day of purity and the day of impurity What is the message behind the contents of the brackets opened after the story in Shmini until our parsha, and what can we learn from it? Into the cloud The answer may be found in the second verse of our parsha   ַהָּטֹה֑

אֶמר ֹ֨ ה ֶאל' ה ַוּי ן-ֶאל ַּדֵּבר֘  ֹמֶׁש֗ ֲהֹר֣ ֒  ַאֽ י א ְוַאל ָאִח֒ ֹ֤ ֶדׁש ֶאל ֵעת֙  ְבָכל ָיב ית ַהֹּק֔ ֶכת ִמֵּב֖ י ֶאל ַלָּפֹר֑ ֶרת ְּפֵנ֨ ר ַהַּכֹּפ֜ ָאֹרן֙  ַעל ֲאֶׁש֤ א ָהֽ ֹ֣ י ָי֔מּות ְול ן ִּכ֚ ָעָנ֔ ה ֶּבֽ ָרֶא֖ ֶרת-ַעל ֵאֽ  And God spoke to Moshe saying Speak to Aaron your brother that he may not enter the sanctuary whenever he wants, past the curtain in front of the ark – because I will appear in a cloud above the ark Rashi gives us two explanations to the phrase "I will appear in a cloud above the ark" The first possibility is that this verse is talking about Yom Kippur – only after the special service and the   ַהַּכֹּפֽ
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cloud of incense God will appear. The second explanation is much simpler  
 . So he will not die like his sons If the reason for their deaths was not clear in Parshat Shmini, now we see a reason. They died because they were great, holy and close to God – they came into the sanctuary whenever they wanted – but Aaron may not. My cloud is there – you can't jump into holiness and leave reality behind you… The Kohen Gadol's job is to reveal to us who we are. To raise us up , to purify the leper and the unclean, to bring us to a point in which the holy of holies can appear in our souls. He atones not just for "himself and his family" but "for himself, his family, and the whole house of Israel". If the Kohen Gadol reaches the highest spiritual level, but forgets to bring us up with him, he hasn’t done his job. God appears in the holy of holies – The Kohen Gadol has to bring the leper and the unclean with him. This is the journey between the death of the sons and the laws of the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur – We learn what we may and not to and how to rise from down below up again. What and when we may drink, what we may and may not eat. We know only one thing about the lives of Nadav and Avihu    בניו שמתו כדרך ימות שלא

ֵהי ֵאת ַוִּיְראּו ִהים ֶאת ַוֶּיֱחזּו ָידֹו ָׁשַלח לֹא ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְּבֵני ֲאִציֵלי ְוֶאל. ָלֹטַהר ַהָּׁשַמִים ּוְכֶעֶצם ירַהַּסּפִ  ִלְבַנת ְּכַמֲעֵׂשה ַרְגָליו ְוַתַחת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֱא and they perceived the God of Israel, and beneath His feet was like the forming of a sapphire brick and like the appearance of the heavens for clarity  And upon the nobles of the children of Israel He did not lay His hand, and they perceived God, and they ate and drank. During the revelation at Sinai, the whole nation is witness to amazing sights, the nobles sit before God, eat and drink. They were so close to God that like in Eden, where eating and drinking were THE mitzvah, they do the same. When the people are in awe of the divine presence, and move back, they sit and  eat. One day a year the Torah tells us not to eat or drink – This is our duty on Yom Kippur – The main fast is by the Kohen Gadol. The whole nation holds its breath whilst he enters and leaves the Holy of Holies, to show us there is a dividing curtain and a cloud. To show us that as human beings, that our eating and drinking, our impurities, are a constriction – in Hebrew   ַוִּיְׁשּתּו ַוּיֹאְכלּו ָהֱא  .like Egypt  מצרים 

When the Kohen carries out his duties on Yom Kippur, when he fixes the sin of Nadav and Avihu,  he shows us that above these constrictions there is a higher holiness – the holiness of Klal Yisrael on Yom Kippur.   He will take the Scapegoat and atone for our most severe sins. This is a much deeper act than Nadav and Avihu's coming close to God, To be able to make light for us in our darkness is much more significant than Nadav and Avihu rising another step in heaven. A Tangible "This"  This year we read Parshat Acharei Mot during Pesach, they have a deep connection between them. We read in the Hagada "Even if we are all wise and clever, we must still tell the story of the Exodus" and we added "All who discuss the story at length – THIS is meritorious ". This is strange because our Rabbis teach us  
You must always teach your students concisely  Why here must we talk at length ? In Hebrew   קצרה דרך לתלמידו אדם ישנה לעולם is not just to tell a story – its to polish and shine like the word לספר  ספיר   sapphire  .  To tell the story of the exodus is also to polish and purify it, to light up the night. We tell our real story, reveal the sapphire underneath all the covers. If we do this at length, THIS is meritorious. "This" is something tangible and clear. At the Red Sea we sang ואנווהו אלי זה  '  THIS is my God, and I will praise him Anyone who tells the story at length, who isn’t afraid to deal with his own personal Egypt, polishes and cleans it – his "THIS" – of "This is my God" is meritorious. This is the story between the death of Nadav and Avivu and the service of Yom Kippur, it passes through our lowest strata, impurities, foods, until it reaches behind the dividing curtain – to God's cloud that appears above the cloud  For more details of Rav Elon’s Shiurim and to receive “A taste of Shabbat” weekly www.hithabrut.org  hithabrut613@gmail.com  


