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“Cleansing the ear"  
  

Cleaning the air 
In our parsha we learn the law of the leper. What makes the leper special with such a different and complex purification process? Our Rabbis give a short but harsh answer:  
 A leper is like a dead person1 
He has to leave the camp not as a punishment, but because he has produced an almost irreversible reality, almost like death. Why almost? Because like in death there is the chance for resurrection- there is a purification process for his leprosy. 
Last week we saw the laws of the newborn, the challenge "to see the birth" and give life to reality. This week's challenge is greater – all our sources of impurity are linked to a connection with death, a life force ended – the leper is death itself, which makes purification harder. How can we clean the air that has been polluted with viral lashon hara? 
The purification process is as strong and deep as the sin that caused it is severe. Let us see how to clean the air of this pollution. 
Purity by hand 
The Torah tells us of the first stage of purification – still outside the camp  

  2 ְוֵאֹזב תֹוַלַעת ּוְׁשִני, ֶאֶרז ְוֵעץ; ְטֹהרֹות, ַחּיֹות ִצֳּפִרים-ְׁשֵּתי ַלִּמַּטֵהר ְוָלַקח, ַהֹּכֵהן, ְוִצָּוה .ַהָּצרּועַ -ִמן, ַהָּצַרַעת-ֶנַגע ִנְרָּפא ְוִהֵּנה, ַהֹּכֵהן, ְוָרָאה; ַלַּמֲחֶנה, ִמחּוץ-ֶאל, ַהֹּכֵהן, ְוָיָצא
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The kohen shall go outside the camp, and the kohen shall look, and behold, the lesion of tzara'ath has healed in the afflicted person. Then the kohen shall order, and the person to be cleansed shall take two live, clean birds, a cedar stick, a strip of crimson [wool], and hyssop 
Now the leper returns to the camps, sits for seven days outside his tent, and on the eighth day  

  3 ַהֹּקֶדׁש ִּבְמקֹום--ָהֹעָלה-ְוֶאת ַהַחָּטאת-ֶאת ִיְׁשַחט ֲאֶׁשר ִּבְמקֹום, ַהֶּכֶבׂש-ֶאת ְוָׁשַחט
He shall slaughter the lamb in the place where one slaughters the sin offering and the burnt offering, in a holy place 
This is standard sacrificial law, there is now a stage that we only find with the leper 

   ַהְיָמִנית ַרְגלֹו ֹּבֶהן-ְוַעל, ַהְיָמִנית ָידֹו ֹּבֶהן-ְוַעל; ַהְיָמִנית ַהִּמַּטֵהר ֹאֶזן ְּתנּו-ַעל, ַהֹּכֵהן ְוָנַתן, ָהָאָׁשם ִמַּדם, ַהֹּכֵהן ְוָלַקח
The kohen shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the kohen shall place it above the cartilage of the right ear of the person being cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot. 
Our Rabbi's teach us that these two actions are done by two Kohanim, the usual throwing of  blood is done with a utensil, the second throwing is done  by hand – the Kohen takes blood in his hand and throws it on the ear and toe, why? 
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If the leper is a slanderer – which organ is responsible? One would usually answer the mouth, so why is the blood thrown on the ear? 
The Covenant on Sinai 
The Torah is the best commentator on itself. If we have a difficult passage, we should always look for something similar.  
There is a similar passage – not another type of impurity but perhaps the most important purification in history, one  that is often forgotten, 
Just before the giving of the Torah at Sinai, Moshe builds an alter with 12 monumental stones. The people offer sacrifices, all before the building of the Mishkan, and then Moshe does an amazing thing 

-ַעל ָזַרק, ַהָּדם ַוֲחִצי; ָּבַאָּגֹנת ַוָּיֶׂשם, ַהָּדם ֲחִצי ֹמֶׁשה ַוִּיַּקח   4 ַהִּמְזֵּבחַ 
-ַדם ִהֵּנה, ַוּיֹאֶמר; ָהָעם-ַעל ַוִּיְזֹרק, ַהָּדם-ֶאת ֹמֶׁשה ַוִּיַּקח   ַהְּבִרית

 
And Moses took half the blood and put it into the basins, and half the blood he cast onto the altar.. And Moses took the blood and sprinkled [it] on the people. 
Is there a connection between these two sprinklings of blood on people? 
Ear problems 
At Sinai we ended the forty nine day process of purification from the impurity of Egypt . We were almost dead, as Ezekiel says: 

  5 ֲחִיי ְּבָדַמִי ָל ָוֹאַמר, ֲחִיי ְּבָדַמִי ָל ָוֹאַמר; ְּבָדָמִי ִמְתּבֹוֶסֶסת, ָוֶאְרֵא ָעַלִי ָוֶאֱעֹבר
And I passed by you and saw you downtrodden with your blood, and I said to you, 'With your blood, live,' and I said to you, 'With your blood, live.' 
First we put blood on our doorposts in Egypt, then  

ֹּדִדים ֵעת ִעֵּת ְוִהֵּנה, ָוֶאְרֵא ָעַלִי ֶאֱעֹברוָ    
ִלי ַוִּתְהִיי-לוקים-א' ד ְנֻאם, ֹאָת ִבְבִרית ָוָאבֹוא  

And I passed by you and saw you, and behold your time was the time of love, and I swore to you and 
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came into a covenant with you, says the Lord, and you were Mine. 
This is the covenant – Moshe splitting the blood into two – half on the alter, similar to the half thrown in front of G'd with the leper – and the other half on the people, who proclaim  נעשה ונשמע we will do and we will listen . Do – with our arms and legs, listen with our ears  - with the leper the blood is thrown on to the right thumb and toe – signs of doing , and on the ear – a sign of listening 
The ear is special because, unlike other organs, in cannot be closed – noise enters the ear, and permeates via the drum to the brain and to the soul. The ear is responsible for balance ( אוזן - ear in Hebrew is balance   איזון too) – not just physical but spiritual balance. An overdose of lashon hara makes balance almost impossible – but, the torah teaches us, nothing is impossible, there is still a chance of purification. 
The Day you were born 
Sinai, like the process of the leper, is similar to rebirth ("the day you were born" in the words if Ezekiel). It was the day G'd cut down the boundaries and came down to Sinai, and we can also free ourselves from our sometimes man made boundaries (Egypt –  מצרים - Boundaries, a classic Chassidic idea )  - the condition being unity , just as Israel camped at Sinai "as one person with one heart". 
Then we can take twelve monuments for the twelve tribes, and unify them into one covenant, then we can "see the sounds" , the highest deepest type of hearing – as Tirgum Yonatan translates "And all the people saw how the voice can down from heaven and entered each person's ear"- each person heard , each according to his level, no one was jealous , no one needs to be squashed. This is the law of the leper – how lashon hara blocks our internal balance, and how to rid the world of its evil     
For more details of Rav Elon’s Shiurim and to receive “A taste of 
Shabbat” weekly www.hithabrut.org  hithabrut613@gmail.com  
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