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“Seeing what is born" 
 

 

Our Parsha, Tazria, is the first in a series dealing with 

matters of ritual purity of mankind. The laws start, 

perhaps naturally with birth 

ר  בֵּ י ֶאל דַּ נֵּ ל בְּ ָראֵּ אֹמר ִישְּ ִריעַַּ ִכי ִאָשה לֵּ זְּ ָדה תַּ ָילְּ ָאה ָזָכר וְּ ָטמְּ  וְּ

תִשבְַּ ָיִמים עַּ  

Speak to the children of Israel and say to them : 

When a women becomes pregnant and has a male 

child, she shall be impure for seven days 1 

We will begin to study the story of the woman who 

gives birth and of ritual impurity with one sentence 

in Pirkei Avot, and via that sentence we will try 

understand the subject in a new light 

The Torah of the women who has given birth  

The Mishna in Avot describes the students of Rabbi 

Yochanan Ben Zakai, one of the greatest Tanaim of 

the time of the destruction of the temple: 

Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai had five students – Rabbi 

Eliezer Ben Hurkanes, Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Channia, 

Rabbi Jose HaKohen, Rabbi Shimon Ben Netanel 

and Rabbi Elazar Ben Arach2. 

The Mishna describes the mission Rabbi Yochanan 

Ben Zakai gave his students – He asks each one to 

find, each in his own way, the right path to educate 

the people. 

[Rabbi Yochanan] said to them: Go and see which is 

the best trait for a person to acquire. 

Four answers are well known: 

                                                           
1 Vayikra 12:2 
2 Avot 2:12 

 Said Rabbi Eliezer: A good eye. Said Rabbi Joshua: 

A good friend. Said Rabbi Jose: A good neighbour . 

Said Rabbi Elazar: A good heart . 

One comes back with a stranger and less known 

answer 

Said Rabbi Shimon: To see what is born  .  

This answer looks out of place – the first four rabbis 

talk about good character attributes that help to 

follow a good path – a good heart, eye, a friend … 

but what is the connection to "seeing what is born"? 

It looks like a call for a high intellectual ability to 

analyze reality, not a character attribute. Seeing 

what is born is not "the best trait " 

Close your eyes and look 

Close your eyes for a second and imagine the world 

as a delivery room, as if everything in the world can 

be reborn every day from anew. Look at the world 

and know that everything is reversible –internalize 

the sentence "The renewer every day of creation"3 

not just as a sentence in Schacharit, but as reality 

here and now. Do I really believe G'd can renew 

everything any time? Or do we think "What can we 

do, that’s the way it is?" or "even my 

doctor/psychologist says that’s the way I am!" or 

even "its in my DNA "?? 

When we see a child being born in the delivery 

room we don’t worry about what will happen in a 

few years when his headmaster will call us to his 

office because of problem he may cause in school. 

Why not? Because when we witness a birth we see 

G'd acting, we see "what is born" , we see G'd 

3 Siddur Shacharit  
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regenerating the world – the question what will 

happen in the sixth grade, or when he will be eighty 

years old is unimportant , this is the character trait 

of "seeing what is born" 

The sacrifices 

There are two questions we must ask about the 

beginning of our Parsha – first, why do all the laws 

of impurity – the leaper, impure emissions etc. start 

with the law of the mother who has given birth -  

not the most suitable choice . 

The Torah tells us that the mother  :  

י ת ִכימֵּ ֹו ִנדַּ ָמא ָתּדְּ ִתטְּ  

Will be impure like a menstrual women4 – but we 

haven’t yet learnt what this means. 

Secondly, the sacrifices – We would expect the law 

to be that the mother must bring a thanksgiving 

offering – but instead she brings a burnt offering 

and a sin offering –why?  how has she sinned? 

Our Rabbis give an answer  :  

Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai's students asked him – 

why does the mother after birth bring a sacrifice ? 

He answered – During birth she makes an oath 

never to become pregnant again (because of the 

pain). – This is why she brings a sacrifice" 5 

Because of one second, during the contractions 

when the women says "I cant do this again" ?  After 

a day or two she will look at her pure baby and 

immediately want another one! For only one 

second she didn’t, and this was when she was in 

pain! – For this reason she brings a sin offering 

because she will break her oath. It is because of the 

one moment she wanted to give up. 

And why the burnt offering? not because of a sin, 

but because it is offered completely to G'd – Just as 

the mother during birth is a complete partner with 

G'd making a new generation – she feels that she is 

at one with G'd , as he performs the miracle of birth. 

"This is the law of the mother who has given birth" 

– a burnt offering and a sin offering – one because 

she has perceived what birth is, and the other 

because she had one second in which she almost 

                                                           
4 Vayikra 12:5 

gave up, and didn’t have the strength to see birth 

again . 

This is law of man – we perceive Godliness and G'd 

regenerating the world , but we also manage to 

miss the moment – sometimes when we say "I wish 

I was dead (G'd forbid)" , and what we mean is "I 

want to be reborn! " 

May we have the merit to close our eyes and "see 

what is born". 
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