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Tourists or spies??  
  Going on Shlichut  We all call Parshat Shelach the parsha of the spies,as it begins with the mitzvah 
  

ר וַ  רמֹשֶׁ  ֶאל ה'ְיַדּבֵ ַלח ,ה ּלֵאמֹֽ ים ְוָיֻתרּו ֶאת ׁשְ ַנַען  ְלָך ֲאָנׁשִ ֶאֶרץ ּכְ

ר ָרֵאל ֲאׁשֶ ה ֲאֹבָתיו ִאיׁש ֶאחָ  ֲאִני ֹנֵתן ִלְבֵני ִיׂשְ ד ִאיׁש ֶאָחד ְלַמּטֵ

ָלחוּ  ׁשְ יא ָבֶהם ּכֹל ּתִ   1.ָנׂשִ
And God said to Moshe, send for yourself people 
so that they will tour the land of Canaan that I 
have given to the people of Israel 
 in other words God commands Moshe to send the spies, but when Moshe tells the story forty years later he explains what happened   

ֶכם ּלְ ְקְרבּון ֵאַלי ּכֻ ְלָחה ַוּתִ ים ְלָפֵנינוּ  ַוּתֹאְמרּו ִנׁשְ רוּ ְוַיחְ  ֲאָנׁשִ  ָלנּו ֶאת ּפְ

ָבר בּו ֹאָתנּו ּדָ ר ַנֲעֶלה ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ְוָיׁשִ ֶרְך ֲאׁשֶ הּ  ַהּדֶ ְוֵאת ֶהָעִרים  ּבָ

ר ָנֹבא ֲאֵליֶהן   2.ֲאׁשֶ
And then you all came to me and said "send people in front of us so they will inspect the land, and tell us how to enter it and its cities   The people asked, God agreed, Moshe had to decide., as Rashi explains:  

  3.אני איני מצוה לך, אם תרצה שלח ,לדעתך. שלח לך
Send for you – according to your decision, I don’t 
command it – but if you want, do it. 
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God leaves the decision in Moshe's hands, why?  We must also ask why is our parsha called the story of the Spies if the word "spy" is not mentioned.  God will save you!  Why did Moshe decide in the end to send the spies? Did he think it was a good idea, or perhaps not, and he sent them for another reason? The question arises from the list of the names of the Spies – After the list the Torah says   
ר ים ֲאׁשֶ מֹות ָהֲאָנׁשִ ה ָלתּור ֶאת ֵאּלֶה ׁשְ ַלח מֹׁשֶ ְקָרא וַ  ָהָאֶרץ ׁשָ ּיִ

ן ַע ּבִ ה ְלהֹוׁשֵ עַ  נּון מֹׁשֶ    4.ְיהֹוׁשֻ
And these are the names Moshe sent to tour the 
land – and he called Hoshea Ben Nun – 
Yehoshua 
 
Rashi makes a famous comment:  

ויקרא משה להושע וגו'. התפלל עליו, י-ה יושיעך מעצת 
 ? We prayed "may God save you from the advice of the spies"  Hoshea, Moshe's faithful servant becomes Yehushua . If Moshe was worried about affect of the other spies , why did he send them? If not – why does he prey and change Yehushua's name מרגלים.5
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In order to answer these questions we must re-read Rashi – "May God save you from the advice of the other spies" This word "advice" is the key to understanding our parsha. The word appears again, when the spies climb up the mountain  
ֹבא ַעד ֶגב ַוּיָ ֲעלּו ַבּנֶ   6.ֶחְברֹון ַוּיַ

כלב לבדו הלך שם ונשתטח על קברי אבות, שלא יהא ניסת 

  7.לחבריו להיות בעצתם
And they went up the Mountain, and he went to Hebron Rashi: He went there alone to prostrate of the graves of our forefathers, so that the he will not be affected by the advice of the other spies.  Once again Rashi mentions "advice" of the other spies as something to be avoided by Yehushua and Kalev  .  The difference between a Tourist`s "Wow!" and a spies` advice.  As we mentioned above "The story of the Spies" is our name for the parsha, but the word spy doesn’t appear in it at all. The command was not to spy on the land but:  

ַלח ים  ׁשְ ַנַען ֶאת ְוָיֻתרוּ ְלָך ֲאָנׁשִ   .ֶאֶרץ ּכְ
Send for yourself people to tour the land of 
Canaan. 
To tour –is to be a tourist The torah tells us again after the forty day trip  :   

בּו ַויָּ  ץ ִמּתּורׁשֻ ִעים יֹום ָהָאֶרץ ִמּקֵ   8 ַאְרּבָ
And they returned from their trip after forty 
days  
 

There was no mission to spy! So where did the name come from? The phrase appears once only, when Moshe retells the story  
ֲעלּו ָהָהָרה ְפנּו ַוּיַ ֹבאּו עַ  ַוּיִ ּכֹל  דַוּיָ לוּ ַנַחל ֶאׁשְ   9.ֹאָתהּ  ַוְיַרּגְ

And they climbed the mountain, till the valley of 
Eshkol and spied there. 
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What is the difference between a tourist and a spy? The word tourist has passed from Hebrew   
 to other languages. A tour is a journey without any responsibility, without feeling at home. A tourist does not check the plumbing or taxes, he wants to see pretty views, to take photos and say "gorgeous" or "lovely". When he returns home, he can show off his photos and tell everyone about the beautiful place he visited. This is what Moshe did – he sent 12 tourists (some too old to spy) to the land God promised us in order to prepare the people who were impatiently waiting to see it since the exodus. After the problems and complaints in last week's parsha, Moshe felt it was the right thing to reignite the urge to enter the land. He choose 12 princes, who would return after a forty day trip, would show pictures , make everyone go "wow" and run towards Eretz Yisrael  To see the nakedness  of the land   לתור

  The sightseeing trip became an espionage assignment. Spying is not a bad thing – in the Haftara Yehoshua sends twelve spies to Jericho .In Parshat Chukat Moshe sends spies to Yaezer :  
ה  ַלח מֹׁשֶ ׁשְ לַוּיִ ֹנֶתיהָ  ֶאת ְלַרּגֵ דּו ּבְ ְלּכְ    10.ַיְעֵזר ַוּיִ

And Moshe spied out Yaezer, capturing it 
  But here the mission was different. The first time we meet the idea of Spying is with Joseph  

ר ָחַלם ָלֶהם ַוּיֹאֶמר ֲאֵלֶהם  ְזּכֹר יֹוֵסף ֵאת ַהֲחלֹמֹות ֲאׁשֶ  ִליםְמַרגְּ ַוּיִ

ם  אֶתם ִלְראֹות ֶאת ֶעְרַות ָהָאֶרץַאּתֶ   11 ּבָ
And Joseph said to them, you are spies who have 
come to see the nakedness of the land! 
 
Spies, Joseph tells his brothers, are the opposite of tourists. Tourists visit the nice places, spies the opposite- how to enter the land unnoticed, the internal conditions, and then they give advice… This was the sin of the so-called spies – they thought someone wanted their advice. They were sent as tourists and came back spies. A tourist says 
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"lovely" a spy gives a report with advice. Their sin was thinking that they would enter the land without understanding that they were completely nullified completely to God's will to bring us to the land. All they had to do was to make us say "Wow!", instead they come back with self-importance and advice "We cant do it" "they are stronger than us" – Its true God said "yes we can" but we cannot – there are too many demographical problems and giants! This is what Moshe in Sefer Devarim says  
ָבר ַהזֶּה    12ֱאלֵֹהיֶכם ה'-ב ֵאיְנֶכם ַמֲאִמיִנם ּוַבּדָ

 "In this you didn’t believe in the Lord your God"  God wanted, the spies were sent to encourage us,  but we all became über-chochams and advisors… This is the prayer Moshe sent with Yehoshua – God will save you from the advice of the spies – stay a tourist, this is what Kalev does when he prostates on the graves of our forefathers – completely nullifies himself – to nullifiy his thoughts, ideas and advice to God's will. This is the test of our holy land – live in it, build it up, but remember " בה לוקיך-א' ה עיני " – God eyes are always on it – nullify yourself to this . Don’t give advice, and then the giants will disappear, there will be only milk and honey. May God save us from the spies' advice – so we can truly believe in him.  For more details of Rav Elon’s Shiurim and to receive “A taste of Shabbat” weekly www.hithabrut.org  hithabrut613@gmail.com  
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