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Who cares?   
The Leak of the names The beginning of Parshat Pinchas is connected to the end of Parshat Balak. To be accurate Pinchas doesn’t actually do anything in the parsha named after him. He does his zealous act at the end of last weeks parsha.  Last week we read  

ה י ִאיׁש֩  ְוִהֵּנ֡ ל ִמְּבֵנ֨ א ִיְׂשָרֵא֜ ב ָּב֗ ֶאת־ ֶאל־ֶאָחיו֙  ַוַּיְקֵר֤ ית י ַהִּמְדָיִנ֔ ה ְלֵעיֵנ֣ י מֶׁש֔ ת ּוְלֵעיֵנ֖ לְּבנֵֽ  ָּכל־ֲעַד֣ ָּמה י־ִיְׂשָרֵא֑  ְוֵה֣
ים ַתח ֹבִכ֔ ֶהל ֶּפ֖ ד ֹא֥  … Then an Israelite man came and brought the Midianite woman to his brethren, before the eyes of Moses and before the eyes of the entire congregation of the children of Israel, while they were weeping at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting And then   מֹוֵעֽ

ְר  יְנָחס֙  אַוַּי֗ ר ִּפֽ ן ֶּבן־ֶאְלָעָז֔ ֲהֹר֖ ן ֶּבן־ַאֽ ָקם֙  ַהֹּכֵה֑  ִמּ֣תֹו ַוָּי֨
ה ֵעָד֔ ח ָהֽ ַמח ַוִּיַּק֥ ָעַצר֙ ....  ְּבָיֽדֹו ֹר֖ ה ַוֵּתֽ ל ַהַּמֵּגָפ֔ י ֵמַע֖ ל ְּבֵנ֥  : Pinchas the son of Eleazar the son of Aaron the kohen saw this, arose from the congregation, and took a spear in his hand. He went after the Israelite man into the chamber and drove [it through] both of them; the Israelite man, and the woman through her stomach, and the plague ceased from the children of Israel. It is interesting to note that last week the two sinners were anonymous "An Israelite man" "a Midianite women", this week the Torah "Leaks" their names.  Plotters The Torah gives a Unique description of the Midianites   ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ
ים ָצ֖רֹור ם ֶאת־ַהִּמְדָיִנ֑ ם ְוִהִּכיֶת֖ י. אֹוָתֽ ים ִּכ֣ ְרִר֥ ם ֵהם֙  ֹצֽ  ָלֶכ֔

ם ר ָלֶכ֖ם ֲאֶׁשר־ִנְּכ֥לּו ְּבִנְכֵליֶה֛ ר ְּפ֑עֹור ַעל־ְּדַב֣ י ְוַעל־ְּדַב֞ יא ָּכְזִּב֨ ם ִמְדָין֙  ַבת־ְנִׂש֤ ה ַהֻּמָּכ֛ה ֲאֹחָת֔ רַעל־ְּד  ְּבֽיֹום־ַהַּמֵּגָפ֖ . ְּפֽעֹור ַב֥  

Distress the Midianites, and you shall smite them. For they distress you with their plots which they contrived against you in the incident of Peor and in the incident of Cozbi their sister, the daughter of the Midianite chieftain, who was slain on the day of the plague [that had come] because of Peor. Plotters – no other enemy of ours are called this – not Pharoah, Amelek or Og.  Their plot was to get us to sin with the Midianite women and to serve Baal Peor. The plot, according to our Rabbis, was formulated by Bilaam, as "plan B" after trying to curse us. He saw the modesty of Israel – the tents not facing each other, "Rosh Zurim" – our forefathers and mothers  , he saw the Jewish family and tried to destroy it, by producing a Generation of children who won't know who their father was. Bilaam has a difficult task, how to trick Israel into worshipping Baal Peor, which is done by going to the toilet in front of it – which normal human being would want to do that? Feeling at home! The Midrash  tells us his plan  He said to him: “Their G‑d hates promiscuity, and they are very partial to linen. Come, and I will advise you what to do. Erect for them tents enclosed by hangings As a people we like shopping center and buying wholesale   and place in them harlots, old women outside and young women within, to sell them linen garments. So he erected curtained tents from the snowy mountain (Hermon) as far as Beth ha-Yeshimoth, and placed harlots in them—old women on the outside, young women within. When an Israelite ate, drank and was merry, and went out for a stroll in the marketplace, the old woman would say to him, “Do you desire linen garments”? 
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Come and buy! Then… The old woman offered it at its current value, but the young one for less. A Special offer! Very enticing  This happened two or three times. Then.. After that she would say to him, “You are now like one of the family; sit down and choose for yourself.” Gourds of Ammonite wine lay near her, and at that time Ammonite and heathen wine had not yet been forbidden. Said she to him: “Would you like to drink a glass of wine”? She even brought kosher wine!  Who cares??? Having drunk, his passion was inflamed and he exclaimed to her, “Yield to me!” Thereupon she brought forth an idol from her bosom and said to him, “Worship this”. He is drunk, and in a second of forgetfulness he wants to sin, she says there is a very small price, a short worship of Peor. He hears this and shouts  But I am Jewish! This is the call we have heard throughout Jewish history. A Jew doesn’t serve idols! After forty years in the desert, before entering Israel, maybe I was ready to sin , but I am still Jewish She said to him – who cares? All you have to do is go to the toilet, and then I wont leave you till you deny the Torah of Moshe  .  This is her aim, and this is a story that repeated itself in Jewish history. The key is the phrase "who cares "? The Jew is me! What she is saying is that if you are inside a tent, about to abandon our values, maybe to sin , maybe for money or pride, you know deep within it isn’t worth it, but still the Midianite women will try and persuade you to do it. This is the sin of Peor , to stop knowing there is nothing but God, to give a value to finite things , to give them more and more importance until you look at something as disgusting as human waste as something holy. But "Who cares??" . This "Who cares" will stop you seeing the importance of your family and values. One "Who cares" and you will reach the low level of Peor. Not Pharoah or Amalek – General "Who cares" is the most dangerous one of all This is why the names are anonymous in the story of the daughters of Midyan – it's not a historical story, it's you and me!  
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