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Dispute not for the sake of heaven 
 

 Korach and his coalition 
 
Our parsha reads like a newspaper article – 
leadership crises, arguments, bad feelings, things 
we recognize from today. What is the eternal  
message of the story ? 
 
Our Rabbis teach us in Pirkei Avot: 
 
Any dispute which is for the sake of Heaven will 
ultimately endure, and any not for the sake of 
heaven will not endure What is a dispute for the 
sake of Heaven? This is a debate between Hillel 
and Shammai. What is a dispute not for the sake 
of Heaven? This is the dispute of Korach and his 
assembly 1. 
  
The Tosfot Yom Tov notes the asymmetry . the 
argument for the sake of heaven is between two 
sides, Hillel and Shamai, whereas the argument not 
for the sake of heaven has only one side – Korach 
and his assembly, what about Moshe& Aharon? 
 
The answer is that the Korach & co themselves 
where full of disputes, they had differing interests, 
and so are an example of dispute for the wrong 
reasons: Korach, the Levi wanted priesthood, Dotan 
and Aviram, the son's of first born Reuven , make a 
leadership bid and so on. The coalition is one of 
interests, some maybe holy but misjudged. 
 
Endurance? 
 
The Mishna teaches us that a disagreement for the 
sake of heaven will endure, why? we would usually 
prefer a dispute to be settled , the Midrash Shmuel, 
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of Rabbi Shmuel D'Ozida, a student of the Holy Ari 
answers this question: 
 
Passing headlines 
 
Is is right to settle all arguments? For example the 
arguments of Bet Hillel and Bet Shamai , such as the 
second degree of impurity, or the method of 
counting the days of the leper ? We can study each 
one  for days on end, and this is exactly what our 
rabbis did two thousand years ago, but, not exactly 
a subject for headline news! If the arguments were  
reported, then maybe only in the inner pages of the 
newspaper, next to the memorial notices there may 
have been an announcement: "Stop press! The 
halacha of impurity of the hands  has been decided 
according to Bet Hillel "! 
 
If we walk into any bet midrash nowdays, we will 
see yeshiva bachurim studying this same "non-
newsworthy" arguments. The claim that the 
argument  is not important as the halacha is 
according to Bet Hillel is completely irrelevant. This 
seemingly unimportant dispute has and will 
endure, despite the halachic ruling according to one 
side in the end. 
 
But, Korach and his group were all leaders –  
י  ִרֵאֵ֥ ה קְׂ י ֵעָדָ֛ ִשיֵאֵ֥ ים נְׂ ים ּוָמאָתָ֑ ל ֲחִמִשִּׁ֣ ָרֵאֵ֖ י ִישְׂ ֵנַֽ ים ִמבְׂ ֲאָנִשֵ֥ ַֽ ו 
ם. 2 ֵשי ֵשַֽ נְׂ ד א   מֹוֵעֵ֖
250 VIPs of the children of Israel , well known 
princes 
This was a wide coalition, a grassroots revolution – 
the press would have given it wide coverage. What 
do we know about their claims today? The internal 
arguments between Dotan , Aviram and On Ben 
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Pelet? Perhaps a leak of protocols? Gurnisht! 
Nothing ! this is a non-enduring argument. 
 
Ego does not endure! 
 
This is the message of the Midrash Shmuel – If an 
argument is in heaven's name לוקים -אלו ואלו דברי א

 both sides are eternal words of God, and will חיים
continue to endure. Each side expresses a real 
everlasting idea – even a "boring" discussion on 
ritual purity. An argument not for the sake of 
heaven , even if the interests are all holy , originates 
in part from ego. Ego, it isn’t pleasant to say, is finite 
and not everlasting . This is the reason that nothing 
of the internal disputes of Korach and his assembly. 
 
You are called by God? 
 
Moshe calls Korach to try and persuade him to 
detract 

י ם ִכַֽ ט ִמכ ֶּ֗ ִּׁ֣ ע  מְׂ ֙ם  ה  כ  תְׂ ל א  ָרֵאֵ֤ י ִישְׂ ִדיל֩ ֱאֹלֵהֵ֨ ת ִהבְׂ ִּׁ֣ ֲעד  ֵמַֽ

ת ד א  ֲעב ֶּ֗ ַֽ יו ל  ֵ֖ם ֵאָלָ֑ כ  תְׂ יב א  ִרֵ֥ קְׂ ה  ל לְׂ ָרֵאֵ֔ ן  ִישְׂ ִּׁ֣ כ  ֙ת ִמשְׂ ד   'הֵ֔ ֲעב 

ם ָתַֽ רְׂ ָשַֽ ה לְׂ ֵעָדֵ֖ י ָהַֽ ֵנֵ֥ ד ִלפְׂ ֲעמ ָ֛ ַֽ ל   3.וְׂ

Is it not enough that the God of Israel has 
distinguished you from the congregation of Israel 
to draw you near to Him, to perform the service in 
the Mishkan of the Lord and to stand before the 
congregation to minister to them? 
 
Korach doesn’t agree and then Moshe says 
 

ָתה ָלֵכן ָכל א  ָך וְׂ ָעִדים ֲעָדתְׂ נ  ל ה  ן ה' ע  ֲהר  א  ה וְׂ  ִכי הּוא מ 

ִלינּו  ָעָליו( תלונו כתיב) ת 

Therefore, you and your entire company who are 

assembled are against the Lord, And  who is Aaron 

that you should complain against him?" 

 

The end of the sentence is missing "so…" what 
should be done? 
 
Rashi answers: 
Therefore: Because of this, “you and your entire 
company who are assembled” with you “are 
against the Lord,” for I acted as His messenger to 
give the kehunah to Aaron, and this rebellion is not 
with us [but with the Lord] 
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Moshe says to Korach –usually an argument has 
two sides, two egos, but here Aharon and I are not 
a side, only God is!  You are arguing with him. 
So 
 

ע ... ד ֵ֨ י  ר וְׂ ק  ת' ה  ב ֹּ֠ ר א  ת ֲאש  א  ֹו וְׂ יו  לָ֛ יב ֵאָלָ֑ ִרִּׁ֣ ִהקְׂ ֹוש וְׂ ָקדֵ֖ ה 

ר ח  ר ִיבְׂ ֵ֥ ת ֲאש  ֵאָ֛ יו וְׂ יב ֵאָלַֽ ִרֵ֥ ֹו י קְׂ  4.בֵ֖

In the morning, the Lord will make known who is 
His, and who is holy, and He will draw [them] near 
to Him, and the one He chooses, He will draw near 
to Him 
 
Moshe shows Korach that there are some things 
that are above egos , there is still hope! 
Korach wanted to show that Moshe was not a true 
channel for God's will, and that he had an ego too – 
one to fight against. Moshe shows him that he is 
egoless, a channel for God, so the argument is 
against him. 
This is a lesson for life – what are the real headlines!  
 
 

For more details of Rav Elon’s Shiurim and to 
receive “A taste of Shabbat” weekly 
www.hithabrut.org  hithabrut613@gmail.com  

 

 שם, ה'. 4

http://www.hithabrut.org/
mailto:hithabrut613@gmail.com

