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The war with Midian – then and now.   
The final war. The second reading, Sheni, of Mattot is about the war with Midian, the Moshe's final battle: 
ף ֶאל  ָאֵס֥ ר ֵּתֽ ים ַאַח֖ ת ַהִּמ ְדָיִנ֑ ל ֵמֵא֖ י ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ ם ִנְקַמ֙ת ְּבֵנ֣ ְנֹק֗
1. י  ַעֶּמֽ
Take the revenge of Bnei Yisrael on Midian, and then you will pass away. It is also the last war before the people enter the land of Israel.  This battle is unique, as up to now the Torah doesn’t give us details of the fighting force, but here we are told 
ל ִּתְׁשְל֖חּו  ה ְלֹכ֙ל ַמּ֣טֹות ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ ֶלף ַלַּמֶּט֑ ה ֶא֖ ֶלף ַלַּמֶּט֔ ֶא֚
א.2  ַלּצָ ָבֽ
Each tribe shall send a thousand men to the army. Despite the census we read about last week, each tribe, big or small, sends the same number – both Shimon with 22,000 men and Yehuda with 75,000 had to rally one thousand men each for the army.  A Kohen as Chief of Staff? 
Rashi tells us that the demand for 1000 soldiers 
includes the tribe of Levi – this is the only battle in 
which Levi, the tribe that serves God, are 
commanded to fight. The Torah continues 
ֶלף ַלּמַ   ה ֶא֥ ם ֹמֶׁש֛ ח ֹאָת֥ ם ְוֶאתַוִּיְׁשַל֨ ָת֠ א ֹא֠ ה ַלָּצָב֑ ס  ֶּט֖ יְנָח֜ ִּפ֨
ה  ְצ֥רֹות ַהְּתרּוָע֖ ֶדׁש ַוֲחֹצֽ י ַהֹּק֛ א ּוְכֵל֥ ר ַהֹּכֵהן֙  ַלָּצָב֔ ֶּבן ֶאְלָעָז֤
 ְּבָיֽדֹו.3
And Moshe sent from them 1000 men to the army, 
and Pinchas the son of Elazar the Kohen, with the 
holy utensils and trumpets 
Rashi explains why  
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Why was Pinchas sent and not Elazar? God Said – 
he who began the mitzvah , buy killing Kosbi Bat 
Zur, shall finish it 4. 
Pinchas is THE expert in fighting Midian, the army 
will be victorious, the five enemy kings , including 
Zur, Kosbi's father will be killed , and Bilam will be 
killed by sword. This battle is a continuation of the 
Parshot of Balak and Pinchas, that started with 
Balak calling Billan to curse us.  
The relevance of the war for us 
The battle isn’t called a war in the torah, but 
vengeance. God Tells us  

ם  לְנֹק֗ י ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ ת ַהִּמ  ִנְקַמ֙ת ְּבֵנ֣ יםֵמֵא֖   ...ְדָיִנ֑
Take the vengeance of the people of Israel against 
Midian. 
Moshe tells us: 

ר ֹמֶׁש֙ה ֶאל ִאְּתֶכ֛ם ֲאָנִׁש֖  ַוְיַדֵּב֤ ְל֧צּו ֵמֽ ר ֵהָחֽ ם ֵלאֹמ֔ ים ָהָע֣
 ן.5 ת ִנְקַמת ֖ה ' ְּבִמְדָיֽ ן ָלֵת֥ ְהיּ֙ו ַעל ִמְדָי֔ א ְוִיֽ  ַלָּצָב֑
So Moses spoke to the people, saying, "Arm from 
among you men for the army, that they can be 
against Midian, and carry out the revenge of the 
Lord against Midian 
God calls it the revenge of Israel, and Moshe calls it 
God's revenge. They are the same – God's revenge 
is Israel's revenge. This is what makes this battle 
unique –the other battles in the Torah were in self 
defence (Amalek and the Canaanites )  , or to 
conquer the land of the seven nations (Og and 
Sichon) – This time there is no land to be 
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conquered. This is God's war ,  a battle for  the 
Jewish soul., 
This is the first time the Torah uses the word  החלצו 
"arm" . Later on in the parsha, Bnei Gad and Bnei 
Reuven will say  
ַען.6 ֶרץ ְּכָנ֑ י ֖ה ' ֶא֣ ים ִלְפֵנ֥ ר ֲחלּוִצ֛ ֲעֹב֧ ְחנּו ַנֽ  ַנ֣
We will fight armed for God in the land of Canaan 
The fifth Rebbe of Lubavitch, The Rashab  
( Rabbi Sholom DovBer Schneersohn Ztl : 1860- 
1920) , in his famous discourse on this verse7 , Notes 
the root  ח.ל.ץ means also to break free , thus giving 
an allegoric meaning  "free yourself from any 
personal interest and from any barrier" , and then 
you will be God's people. Throw away your ego, and 
you will see that your vengeance is God's 
vengeance. Only by freeing youself will you be able 
to win any war, 
The root of the war 
This is a war between two Generals : Pinchas the 
Kohen, and lehavdil, Bilam ben Peor. Bilam's staff 
include the five princes of Midian, including Zur, 
who our Rabbis identify as Balak – the Midianite 
prince who ruled over Moav. This explains why the 
Torah speaks of the sin with the daughters of Moav 
ב.8 ם ִלְז֖נֹות ֶאל ְּב֥נֹות מֹוָאֽ ים ַוָּיֶ֣חל ָהָע֔ ל ַּבִּׁשִּט֑  ַוֵּיֶׁ֥שב ִיְׂשָרֵא֖
Israel camped at Shittim , and had relations with 
the daughters of Moav 
Moav wanted to make  war , Rashi tells us, as they 
were frightened of attack, as a defence, by using 
their daughters . Midian, had no reason to fight, 
they sent their women, with Kosbi Bat Zur the 
daughter of Midian,as their leader , to destroy the 
Jewish soul. This is why Moshe fights the battle, not 
our usual chief of staff Yehushua – this is Moshe's 
battle. 
Moshe gives the spirit , Pinchas with Shevet Levi 
give leadership – as this is a spiritual war , a war on 
the spirit. 
The way to win this war, that we still fight today, 
against "Midian" and "daughters of Midian" is to 
free ourselves from ego and personal feelings of 
revenge. Only by seeing that this is God's war can 
we win. This is the message Moshe gives us before 
the ten battles of conquer the Land of Israel. This is                                                            
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the basis of all wars, and only by winning it can we 
be worthy to win the war for God's land and 
Jerusalem. Then and now 
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