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Man – the light of creation 
 

Starting from the beginning 

"After the chagim", a very Israeli expression, is the 

time to build tools and receptacles into which to 

pour the great divine  light and abundance that we 

received during Tishrei, the month of festivals. This 

is the fitting time to begin reading once more from 

Bereshit – Genesis. 

The Torah tells us the  story of the creation twice – 

first, the creation of the universe and then the 

creation of man, who is also known as a "micro-

cosmos".1   Man is a part of the universetoo , and it 

is possible to see in each day of creation, a stage in 

the ultimate creation of man – in each of the seven 

parts of our parsha. 

Our parsha isn’t just history, it is the story of Man , 

any man or woman, in seven  parts, parallel to the 

days of creation . 

The Primordial light  

Light was created on the the first day of creation, but 

not the functional light we use every day  that lights 

up the world and causes seeds to grow. That light 

was created on day four – with the Sun and Moon, 

The light created on the first day is "the light of the 

seven days" for all things created ex-nihilo, before 

the laws of physics, and before the creation of land 

and plants.  This light is called "The light hidden for 
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the world to come,2. Which will light up the whole 

world, in order to banish the darkness that was "on 

the face of the deep" 

If we compare this to first description of the creation 

of man, as told in our chapter, we can see that he too  

was created as "the light of creation" –  

ֵ֑נוּ  מּות  דְּ ֵ֖נּו ּכִּ מ  ַצלְּ ם ּבְּ ֶׂ֥ה ָאָדָ֛ ֲעש     3...ַנַֽ

Let us make man in our image 

ת ים א  א ֱאלֹהִִּ֤ ָרָ֨ בְּ ֹו ָזָכֶׂ֥ר  ַוּיִּ א ֹאתֵ֑ ָרָ֣ ֵ֖ים ּבָ ל ם ֱאלֹהִּ ֶׂ֥ צ  ֔מֹו ּבְּ ַצלְּ ָאָד֙ם ּבְּ ָהַֽ

א ֹאתַָֽם ָרֶׂ֥ ָבֵ֖ה ּבָ ק   4.ּונְּ

And God created man in his image, the image of God, 

creating both male and female. 

This isn’t the story of the splitting of man into two, 

this will be in the second chapter, in much more 

detail. This is God's declaration of intent – in a plural 

"We will make man" 

All of the world's elements   – in man 

Our commentators give two reasons why God speaks 

here in the plural 

Rashi5 explains, "Since man was created in the 

likeness of the angels, and they would envy him, He 

consulted them" 

In other words, God asks his holy entourage, the 

angels created on the fifth day, "Let us make man" 
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not in order  to get them to take part in the creation, 

but to put to stop them being jealous of the fact that 

man, in God's image, is on a higher level than them, 

the angels. 

Ramban 6 differs and explains : "'We' means the 

world and I will together make man, The world will 

provide a body from its elements, and God will 

provide the soul" 

This doesn’t just mean that man was created from 

the earth of the world, it means that  he contains all 

of the potential energy and elements of the world , 

as the Ramban continues – "Just as God created 

elements ex-nihilo on the first day, and then 

continued to make and form the world with these 

created elements"  

This is what empowers man to rule over the animals, 

birds and fish . Just as light was created to right the 

darkness over the face of the deep, so man was 

created to light up reality in God's light. This is his 

task - to bring light into the dark world. 

If we ask why was man, the micro-cosmos, and the 

cosmos itself created? – the answer is that man is 

able to light up the darkness , so much so that this 

light is stronger than any before it, as it comes after 

darkness . Man, in God's image, can bring godliness 

to all of creation as he himself contains all the 

elements of creation, together with the God's breath 

that allows him to connect everything back to its 

source – God. 

Likeness, image and texture 

Man will be commanded to sanctify flora  by giving 

tithes to Kohanim, to sanctify the living world by 

offering up sacrifices, and to sanctify the whole 

world. Just as the primordial light, via which 

everything was created , gives us the ability to see 

the Godly side of all creation, the light hidden away 

until the time when all of the world will shine brightly 

, so does man – in His image. 
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On sukkot, during the Hoshanot we say  

 הושע נא דמות וצלם ורקמה, הושע נא7

Save us, Likeness, image and texture, save us 

The texture of man is made up of flesh and blood, 

body and soul, "Your soul and the body you made" – 

gives meaning to the whole world. This light doesn’t 

always shine, it is sometimes hidden, but is always 

there, in the background .It is our task, and our 

privilege, to search for it , and use it to light up the 

world. 
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