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Not for free 
Three places 

Our Parsha, Chayei Sarah, opens with the purchase of 
Maarat Hamachpela – we read how the purchase was 
done, and how Avraham refused to receive the cave and 
the field  next to it as a free gift, paying instead four 
hundred silver shekels for them. 

Avraham was the first in the list of three who bought land 
in Israel. After him, Yaacov buys a piece of land in 
Shechem : 

ם  ֶ֑ כ  י שְּ י ֲח֖מֹור ֲאִבִ֣ ָֽ נ  ַּ֥ד בְּ ֳה֔לֹו ִמי  ָֽ ה ש  ֙ם א  ט  ָֽ ר נ  ֶׁ֤ ה ֲאש  ד ֶ֗ ש  ת ה  ִ֣ ק  לְּ ת ח  ן א  ק  ו ִיִּ֜
ה.   ָֽ ִשיט  ה קְּ ֖ א  מ   בְּ

And he bought the part of the field where he had pitched 
his tent from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem, 
for a hundred kesitas. 

The third place will be the threshing place of the Yevusi, 
Arona in Jerusalem – where David will build the temple 

ים.  ים ֲחִמִשָֽ ִלַּ֥ ק  ף שְּ ס  ֖ כ  ר בְּ ק ֔ ב  ת ה  א  ֙ן וְּ ר  ג ִּ֨ ת ה  ד א  ִוֶׁ֤ ן ד  ק   ו ִיִּ֨

And David bought the threshing-floor and the oxen for fifty 
shekels of silver. 

Our Rabbis teach us about these three places 

Said Rabbi Yuden – there are three places that the gentiles 
cannot dispute our ownership and say that we are thieves 
– Maarat Hamachpela, Joseph's tomb in Shechem and the 
site of the temple 

In reality these three places are where our ownership is 
most contended. Three places of a never ending struggle 
– Yerushalaim, Shechem and Hevron – these are the 
places that connect the  Jewish people to God. 

We can ask a double question. If the land is ours, Avraham 
is a resident of the land, and he was given it by God in a 
divine covenant – why does he insist on buying it? It's 
already his? On the other hand, if the purchase was to 
make things look simpler, and to stop the gentiles calling 
us thieves, why are these the three places the ones they 
demand as their own? Unlike these three sites, there is 
not such a war over Tel Aviv, Be`er Sheva or Haifa! 

Canceling external influences 

The Zohar teaches us that it was very important for   our 
forefathers to pay fully for the holiest places, to make an 
effort, and not receive anything for free. This is the only 
way to neutralize to influence of the evil forces that try to 

control these places – If we look today at Har Habayit, we 
can fully understand what the Zohar is saying. 

There is no other place in the world, not other square 
meter, that has been desecrated so much ,  damaged, 
ploughed over and been subject to constant attempts to 
remove from it any sign of true holiness as Har Habayit. 
But still the mountain remains as holy as it was when the 
temple was still standing. If, God forbid, a Jew enters the 
place of the Kodesh Hakedoshim today, even when there 
is no temple, he is liable for the same harsh punishment 
of Karet as he would have been if the temple was standing 
and the Kohen Hagadol was standing there on Yom Kippur 
with his incense. The intrinsic holiness of the place does 
not depend on whether the temple is standing or not, or 
if sacrifices are being offered up. The holiness is revealed 
when we have a temple and bring sacrifices – but the 
holiness is an intrinsic part of the place, and is there even 
if "foxes are walking" on the holy place.The fifty shekels of 
silver David Hamelech took from each tribe, these six 
hundred shekels, tie us all to the holy place, which is not a 
free gift. Maarat Hamachpela too, is a place that gives us 
the strength to live as Jews, but not for free. Shechem too, 
connects us to Yosef Hazadik, even if the physical site is 
degraded end demeaned. In a  place that is a focal point 
of our humiliation – Yosef's tomb in Shechem, the coins 
invested by our forefathers to purchase the place will give 
us strength to disconnect  the evil forces from the holy 
site, and not give them full control. 

Paying changes reality 

Avraham totally refuses to receive the cave for free – he 
pays four hundred silver shekels to Efron so that not just 
the divine covenant from above will connect us to the 
pairs buried there – Avraham & Sarah, Yitzhak & Rivka, 
Leah and Yaacov – but also every Jew will be connected to 
them  in the physical world, because we didn’t receive 
anything for free, we paid. Avraham himself made the 
place holy with his acts. 

"There are three places the gentiles cannot dispute" – they 
have never stopped trying. These three places are not just 
divine gifts, there come to show that we are able, with our 
own endevours, to change reality, remove the profane 
forces and instead let holiness reign over these places, 
over us and our lives 
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