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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Pharaoh's dream 
 

Why is Yosef's interpretation so clever? 

We read in our Parsha how Yosef manages to 
interpret the dreams the Egyptian sorcerers where 
unable to, as Pharaoh sums up: 

ֹו... ֵאין ָנבֹ֥ון ְוחָ  ֶׁ֛ר רּ֥וַח ֱאֹלִהִ֖ים בּֽ ֶ֔ה ִאִ֕יׁש ֲאׁש  ָכִ֖ם ֲהִנְמָצָ֣א ָכז 
ֹוָך.   ָכמּֽ

Is there another person like him with God's 
spirit?There is no one as wise or clever as him 

There are two main questions we must ask: Pharaoh 
had very clear dreams about cows and wheat – 
How come no one could interpret it? Rashi tells us  

They did interpret them, but not for Pharaoh, for 
their words did not reach his ears, and he had no 
satisfaction from their interpretation, for they said, 
“You will beget seven daughters, and you will bury 
seven daughters”. 

We must ask; Any child who would see fat and thin 
cows would think of famine and large harvests, how 
much more so with wheat – food itself, and even 
more so if they both come up from the Nile – the 
source of irrigation in Egypt. How hard is it the see 
the dream is talking about famine? We must also 
ask how it is possible to interpret the cows and 
wheat as daughters? How can Rashi's explanation 
be the "pshat" the simple understanding of the text? 

Chutzpa 

The second question is about Yosef's chutzpa. 
Pharaoh calls for him and says   

ֶ֨יָךָ֙ ֵלאֹמֶ֔ר ֲחלָֹ֣ום ָחַלֶ֔מְ  ֲאִנִ֗י ָׁשַמְַ֤עִתי ָעל  ִתי ּוֹפֵתִ֖ר ֵאָ֣ין ֹא֑תֹו ַוּֽ
ֹו.   ִתְׁשַמ֥ע ֲחלִֹ֖ום ִלְפֹת֥ר ֹאתּֽ

 " I have dreamed a dream, and there is no 
interpreter for it, but I have heard it said of you 
[that] you understand a dream, to interpret it". 

In other words, Yosef was brought to Pharoah as a 
professional dream interpreter. He has just been 
released from jail and immediately suggests a full 
economic plan for running Egypt for the next 14 
years. Pharoah has a government and ministers – 

and an ex-convict makes proposals? Even stranger 
is that it doesn’t say "Pharaoh like the solution" but   

 ַוִייַט֥ב ַהָדָבִ֖ר ְבֵעיֵנָ֣י ַפְרֹע֑ה. 

The matter pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 

In other words not just the dream, but the whole of 
Yosef's interference in the inner workings of 
Egyptian too. 

Fat and thin together 

Let us examine the Chassidic answer that is also the 
pshat, the simple understanding of the text – its 
mamash gevalt!  There is a small point we overlook 
in the text of the story, the thin cows don’t arise 
from the Nile after the fat ones but 

ר.  ל ַהָפרִֹ֖ות ַעל ְשַפ֥ת ַהְיֹאּֽ ֲעֹמְֶׁ֛דָנה ֵא֥צ   ַוַתּֽ

and they stood beside the cows [which were] on the 
Nile bank. 

In other words, he sees the two sets of cows 
standing next to each other at the same time. This 
is what Pharaoh could not understand. If the 
interpretation was famine and plenty, the dream 
should show each separately – as the sorcerers 
thought at the beginning – but they could not 
imagine a situation of both famine and plenty 
together at the same time, this is the reason they 
didn’t suggest the solution . 

Rashi told us that the sorcerers interpreted the 
dream as "7 wives will have babies, and you will bury 
7 daughters"  - we can assume that a Pharaoh would 
have many wives and many children, making this 
explanation relevant , but even so it didn’t feel right 
for him 

The secret of the opposites 

When Yosef gives his interpretation, he doesn’t say 
that the economic plan is a solution to the dream 
,he shows that it is a part of the dream itself! God 
showed him the dream and the solution too, thus 
empowering him to be able to implement it . 

The thin and healthy cows appeared together to 
instruct Yosef to gather grain in the years of plenty 
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for the years of famine, and during the famine eat 
the grain of the years of plenty. 

When you see famine you understand that even in 
great darkness you can reveal light . The key to 
understanding the dream is   

ָחָ֣ד הּ֑וא  ֲחלֹ֥ום ַפְרֹעִ֖ה א 

Pharaoh's dream is one 

He interprets it saying  

ה  ת ְׁשלֹ֥ום ַפְרֹעּֽ ִ֖ה א  ֲענ   ִבְלָעָד֑י ֱאֹלִהִ֕ים ַיּֽ

Not I; God will give an answer [that will bring] 
peace to Pharaoh 

Not just  there is no other but  "אין עוד מלבדו  -
God", that is obvious, but with God, opposites can 
exist side by side – even if they seem to contradict 
each other : charity and justice, light and darkness . 
We can ask how is it possible? He gives us the power 

to look after ourselves with food in time of famine,  
teaches us how to dream , to see solutions and 
implement them 

We will be  dreamers היינו כחולמים    

This has a special connection to Chanuka 

There were many dreamers in history. Who dreamt, 
knowing that God had given power to fulfil the 
dream, even when all around was dark and impure, 
the temple full of impure oil and idols, knowing that 
underneath it was possible to reveal holiness again? 
To know that even with the thin cows and the 
famine there is a solution hiding – until the day 
"God will be one and his name one" - we will be 
dreamers!  

 

 

 
 זמני כניסת וצאת השבת: 
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