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Four generations of Shlichim 

 
 Where are you איכה? 

 

During the Alter Rebbe of Chabad's imprisonment in 
Saint Petersburg, the chief investigator, an 
intelligent but cruel person, asked him : ̀ When Adam 
hid in the garden of Eden after eating the fruit of the 
tree of knowing good and evil ,God asked him "where 
are you  איכה?"`. `If so`, continued the investigator, 
`we can conclude that despite what you believe, that 
God is all-knowing , he isn`t, and he is not involved in 
what goes on in the world`. 

The Rebbe understood where the question was 
leading to and answered `Every person has a time 
when God calls him", the Rebbe then said the 
investigator's full name , his age and other personal 
details , and asked `Where are you??`. 

This conversation managed to touch the stone heart 
of the investigator, and after a short time, on the 19th 
of Kislev 5559 ( 27/11/1798), the Rebbe was freed. 
The call of " איכה– where are you?" is able to touch 
our hearts too. 

 

Choosing a more successful project 

 

In our parsha Yaacov sends Yosef to his brothers in 
Shechem, despite the fact that they hate him, and 
the slander about them he told their father. He 
arrives in Shechem, and finds "a man" – who, 
according to Rashi: 

זה גבריאל )תנחומא וישב ב.( שנאמר והאיש גבריאל )דניאל 
 ט, יא.(.1

`This is the angel Gavriel,  as it says (Daniel 
56:11)"And the man Gavriel"` 

Rashi is the commentator who always brings the 
Pshat, the simple understanding of the text. Why 
doesn’t he explain that this was just an anonymous 
person who directed Yosef to his brothers? 
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The Lubavicher Rebbe shows, in one of his talks2, 
that because of  the content of the conversation, this 
man must be an angel: Unlike Yaacov who asked the 
shepherds  at the well  

ת' ם אֶּ ְיַדְעתֶּ ן ַהַֽ ְענּואְמרר ַוי  ֹוָנח ָלָבן בֶּ 'ּו ָיָדַֽ  

Do you know Lavan Ben Nachor? and they said we 
know him 

Yosef says  

 'הגידה נא לי'

Tell me please 

In other words, he knows that the "man" knows the 
answer. Still we must ask, what is he doing here? 

Yosef asks -  
ים.3 ַֽ ע  ם ר  ה ֵהֵ֥ י ֵאיפ ֹ֖ יָדה ָנָּ֣א ל ִ֔ ַֽ ׁש ַהג  י ְמַבֵקֵּ֑ ָּ֣ כ  נ  י ָאַֽ ת ַאַחֹ֖  אֶּ

I am looking for my brothers, please tell me where 
they are. 

The "man" answers  
ְיָנה.4 ָתֵּ֑ ה ד  ְלָכֹ֖ ים ֵנַֽ ִ֔ ְמר  ֙י א ַֽ ְעת  י ָׁשַמַ֨ ִּ֤ ה כ  זִֶּ֔ ּו מ  ְסעָּ֣  ָנַֽ

They have gone from here, as I have heard people 
saying they have gone to Dotan 

Rashi explains "they have gone" as "they have 
stopped loving and  being united" 

In other words, the angel tells Yosef, that it would be 
a good idea to look for a new project with better 
chances of success. Forget, he says the idea of twelve 
tribes, The midrash tells us the "from here – זה" in 
gematria is 12 – they have left the idea of twelve 
tribes, you are not part of the family any more. 

Yosef, who could have gone home and told his father 
that he hadn't found his brothers, continues to look 
for them, putting himself in danger until he finds 
them in Dotan.  

The brothers see him from afar 
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ֹו יתַֽ ֲהמ  ֹו ַלַֽ תֹ֖ ּו א  ְתַנְכלֵ֥ ם ַוי  ב ֲאֵליהִֶּ֔ ְקַרָּ֣ ֙ם י  רֶּ ל. ּוְבטֶַּ֨ יׁש אֶּ ָּ֣ ּו א  אְמרֹ֖ ֵּ֑  ַוי ַֽ יו ָאח 
א ֹ֖ה ָבַֽ ֹות ַהָלזֶּ ֲחֹלמֵ֥ ַעל ַהַֽ ה ַבַּ֛ ֵנֵּ֗ הּ֙ו . ה  ֵכַ֨ הּו ְוַנְׁשל  ַהְרֵגֵּ֗ ּו ְוַנַֽ ה ְלכָּ֣ ְוַעָתָּ֣

יו.5 ָתַֽ מ  ּו ֲחֹלַֽ ְהיֹ֖ ַֽ ה ַמה י  ְראֶֶּ֕ ֹות... ְונ  רִ֔ ד ַהב   ְבַאַחָּ֣

And they saw him from afar, and when he had not 
yet drawn near to them, they plotted against him to 
put him to death. So they said one to the other, 
"Behold, that dreamer is coming. So now, let us kill 
him, and we will cast him into one of the pits….. and 
we will see what will become of his dreams." 

Was it such a good idea for Yaacov to send Yosef to 
his brothers? Couldn’t he see what was going on with 
his children and what will happen? 

Was it such a good idea for Yosef to put himself in 
danger and to travel alone, knowing that his brothers 
hated him and may want to hurt him? 

There are other questions – why did the brothers act 
the way they did?, why didn’t Yosef after being 
appointed the viceroy of Egypt not contact his father 
to let him know he was alive and well?  

 

 The answer  of the Tzadik 

 

The key to understanding is in the same answer given 
by the Alter Rebbe to the Russian investigator in 
Saint Petersburg, found too in our parsha –  הנני   
here I am 

This was the calling was of all of our forefathers and 
Yosef too when sent by his father 
ָמה6 ַֽ א ְׁשכֶּ ֹון ַוָיב ֹ֖ ְברִ֔ ק חֶּ מֶּ הּ֙ו ֵמֵעָּ֣ ְׁשָלֵחַ֨  וי 

And he sent him from the valley of Hevron and he 
arrived at Sechem. 

Yosef is not interested in his dreams, he wants to be 
a shaliach – an agent for his father. Dreams may or 
may not come true, but when your father gives you 
a task, Yosef understands that a shaliach must do 
only what the senders asks, without any of his own 
personal goals. This task, this shichut is a 
continuation of the shlichut that Yitzchak gave his 
father Yaacov, just as it is a continuation to the 
shlichut of Yitzchak given to him by Avraham. As 
Rashi comments on the words "he sent them from 
the valley of Hevron  

מעצה עמוקה של אותו צדיק הקבור ?... בהררון והלא חב
בחברון, לקיים מה שנאמר לאברהם בין הבתרים, כי גר יהיה 
 זרעך )בראשית טו, יג. - סוטה יא(.7

But is not Hebron on a mountain? …But [it is to be 
understood that he sent him] from the deep counsel 
of the righteous man who is buried in Hebron (i.e., 
Abraham), to fulfill what was said to Abraham 
between the parts (Gen. 15:13) `your descendants 
will be exiles` . 
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Yosef is carrying on the work of Avraham Yitzchak 
and Yaakov, he has a mission –  אחי אנכי מבקש את  I 
am looking for my brothers. The sender knows the 
dangers the shaliach will face, but the shaliach must 
put all this aside and fulfil his mission. He must full 
heartily answer  הנני here I am, as Avraham did went 
sent to sacrifice Yitzchak . Sacrificing a son is much 
more difficult than the self-sacrifice demanded of 
Yosef . This self sacrifice is because the mission is 
from God, via prophesy, when he made his covenant 
with Avraham saying "your descendants will be 
exiles". 

 

  .Here I am – הנני

 

The answer to the question Adam was asked  איכה  - 
where are you? was given two thousand years later 
by Avraham , the first person to say "here I am". This 
is why on Rosh Hashana, when we are asked   איכה 
where are we, we don’t read about man's creation , 
but about the akeida – the binding of Yitzchak , when 
Avraham answered  הנני - here I am  

The angel Gavriel represents harsh laws and might 
 , when you are a true agent , ( God's might – גבריאל)
a shaliach you have to overcome not just physical 
obstacles , but heavenly tests too. 

Then Yosef sees that this mission gives true meaning 
to his dreams, he sees that he is an emissary for his 
father for his whole long journey, until he fully fulfils 
his mission. This is the key to understanding the story 
of Yosef and his brothers up to the end of the 
Chumash . 
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