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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

What was blocking the blessings? 

Time to be blessed 

Yosef comes to his ill father Yaacov with his children, 
Ephraim and Menashe.  Yaacov asks of Yosef 

ם ֲרֵכָֽ ָֽ ֲאב  ָֽ י ו  ַ֖ ָ֥א ֵאל  ֶחם נ  ָֽ  1.ק 

Bring them to me and I shall bless them 

We all know the story of how Yaacov crossed his 
hands over and blessed his grandchildren with the 
blessing we still  bless our children 

י  ֶה֙ם ְשִמִ֔ א ב  ֵרֵ֤ ִרי֒ם ְוִיק  ְנע  ֵרךְ֘ ֶאת ה  ע ְיב  ָ֗ ל ר  י ִמכ  ִתִ֜ ל אֹּ ֵאֵ֨ גֹּ ךְ֩ ה  ְלא  מ  ה 
ֶרץ ָֽ א  ֶרב ה  ב בְ ֶקָ֥ רַֹּ֖ ּו ל  ק ְוִיְדגָ֥ ָ֑ ם ְוִיְצח  ָ֣ ה  ְבר  י א  ַ֖ ת  ם ֲאבֹּ  2.ְוֵשָ֥

May the angel who redeemed me from all harm bless 
the youths, and may they be called by my name and 
the name of my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, and may 
they multiply abundantly like fish, in the midst of the 
land. 

We do not usually notice a certain point in the story, 
a very significant one that at first sight looks 
unconnected to the blessings. Yaacov calls for Yosef, 
Yosef arrives with his children, and then:  

ֶלה אֶמר ִמי ֵאָֽ ַֹּ֖ ף ו י ל ֶאת ְבֵנָ֣י יֹוֵסָ֑ ֵאַ֖ ְַּ֥רא ִיְשר  ָ֥ אֶמר . ו י  ֵֹּ֤ יו ו י ִבִ֔ יֹוֵס֙ף ֶאל א 
ם ֲרֵכָֽ ָֽ ֲאב  ָֽ י ו  ַ֖ ָ֥א ֵאל  ֶחם נ  ָֽ ר ק  ֹּאמ ַ֕ ֶזָ֑ה ו י ים ב  י ֱאֹלִהַ֖ ן ִלָ֥ ת  ָֽ ם ֲאֶשר נ  ָ֣י ֵהִ֔ נ   3.ב 

Then Israel saw Joseph's sons, and he said, "Who are 
these?". Joseph said to his father, "They are my sons, 
whom God gave me here." So he said, "Now bring 
them near to me, so that I may bless them." 

We expect now for Yaacov to bless his grandchildren. 
The next verse says  

ק  ָ֥ יו ו ִיש  ֙ם ֵאל ִ֔ ת  ש אֹּ ֵגֵ֤ ֹות ו י  ל ִלְראָ֑ ַ֖ א יּוכ  ָֹּ֥ ֶקן ל ּו ִמזִֹּ֔ ְבדָ֣ ָֽ ֵא֙ל כ  י ִיְשר  ְוֵעיֵנֵ֤
ם ֶהָֽ ק ל  ֵבָ֥ ם ו ְיח  ֶהַ֖  4.ל 

Now Israel's eyes had become heavy with age, [to the 
extent that] he could not see. So he drew them near 
to him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 

In other words, Yosef brings the boys to Yaacov, who, 
before blessing them, hugs and kisses them. The 
boys are with Yaacov, what happens next? 

                                                           
 .'ח, ח"מ בראשית  1

 .ז"ט, שם  2

 .'ח-'ז, שם  3

 .'ט, שם  4

ה ְרצ  ָֽ יו א  ַ֖ פ  חּו ְלא  ָ֥ יו ו ִיְשת  ָ֑ ם ִבְרכ  ם ֵמִעָ֣ ַ֖ ת  ף אֹּ א יֹוֵסֵ֛  5.ו יֹוֵצָ֥

And Joseph took them out from upon his knees, and 
he prostrated himself to the ground. 

Who's knees? Yaacov`s or Yosef`s? We would assume 
Yaacov's, because Yosef had just put them there a 
few verses ago. If so, why after Hugging and kissing 
his grandchildren does Yosef take them away from 
Yaacov? The next verse says  

ל ְוֶאת  ֵאִ֔ אל ִיְשר  יִמינֹ֙ו ִמְשמָֹּ֣ ִים ִבָֽ ֵ֤ ח יֹוֵסףְ֘ ֶאת ְשֵניֶה֒ם ֶאת ֶאְפר  ָ֣ ו ִיק 
יו ָֽ ֵגַ֖ש ֵאל  ל ו י  ֵאָ֑ ין ִיְשר  ֹו ִמיִמָ֣ ה ִבְשמֹּאלַ֖ ֶשָ֥  6.ְמנ 

And Joseph took them both, Ephraim at his right, 
from Israel's left, and Manasseh at his left, from 
Israel's right, and he brought [them] near to him. 

Why does he bring them to Yaacov again? Hadn't he  
already done it? 

The blessings couldn’t leave his lips 

Our Rabbis teach us something unbelievable:- 
Yaacov wanted to bless his grandchildren but was 
unable to do it as  the divine presence had left him. 
He wanted to start blessing all of his children, starting 
with Yosef's sons, but the blessings didn’t leave his 
lips, he couldn’t do it. This is why he hugs and kisses 
his grandchildren, as our Rabbi's teach 

' שרצה לשמוח כדי שתשרה שכינה  -' וישק להם ויחבק להם
ינה שורה לא מתוך עצלות ולא מתוך עצבות שאין השכ, עליו

 7אלא מתוך שמחה

He kissed and hugged them – because we wanted to 
be happy so the Divine Presence would be with him, 
and the Divine Presence does not come in a state of 
laziness or sadness , only in a state of happiness   

Just as David played the harp for Shaul to make him 
happy and allow the Divine presence to rest on him. 

Yaacov hugs his grandchildren. It still does not help, 
Yaacov does  say something important to Yosef, but 
not a blessing 

 .ב"י, שם  5

 .ג"י, שם  6

 .ח"מ בראשית אגדה מדרש  7
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ָך ְרֶעָֽ ָ֥ם ֶאת ז  ים ג  י ֱאֹלִהַ֖ ִתֵ֛ ה אֹּ ָ֥ ה ֶהְרא  ְלִתי ְוִהֵנֵ֨ ָ֑ א ִפל  ָֹּ֣ ֶנַ֖יָך ל ה פ   8ְראָֹּ֥

And Israel said to Joseph, "I had not expected to see 
[even] your face, and behold, God has shown me your 
children too." 

The midrash9 tells us that Yosef was deeply 
disappointed that Yaacov had not given a blessing. 
Ephraim & Menashe were to be the opening 
blessings for all of Am Yisrael, but Yaacov could not 
bless them without the Divine presence. The 
presence had only just returned to Yaacov as we 
learn from the verse  

 - 10'ותחי רוח יעקב אביהם'

And Yaacov soul lived again 

Rashi explains 

 11שרתה עליו שכינה שפירשה ממנו

The Divine presence that had left him returned and 
it had gone again.  

 

Honour or The Divine Spirit? 

What does Yaacov do? He takes his children in his 
hands and “And Joseph took them out from upon his 
knees” . Yosef understood that this was not the right 
time, as the midrash tells us;  

He took them out, as it says, “And Yosef took them 
out” and said to them “My sons, don`t look at our 
honour or standing, which are temporary, pray for 
mercy, so that the Divine Spirit will descend on your 
grandfather and he will bless you. 

Amazing! Yosef understands that what is preventing 
the spirit from descending on Yaacov is one moment 
when they, Ephraim & Menasheh took notice of their 
personal standing and honour. This is frightening! 
The thought “We are princes” went through their 
mind for a split second. The only grandchildren of 
Yaacov born in Egypt who the Egyptians call “Talmai 
& Tatpanches”'12 . This split second of pride is 
preventing the blessing. Yaacov calls them, sits them 
on his knee, hugs and kisses them to make himself 
happy again. Not just the hugging makes him happy, 
but the understanding that the way they look 
externally, the small amount of foreignness in the air 
, the names Talmai & Tatpanches, are unimportant . 
Then Yosef says to them, dont think about the 
honour and respect we receive in Egypt because it is 

                                                           
 .א"י, שם  8

 .פ"עה, בראשית, הגדול מדרש  9

 .ז"כ ה"מ, שם  10

 .שם, י"רש  11

all temporary, without any value, a turn of office,  ask 
for mercy for your grandfather. Rember, Yosef's turn 
of office was "only"  80 years, but still  he tells his 
children that it is nothing and only the return of the 
Divine presence to Yaacov is important. 

By taking Ephraim and Menashe away from Yaacov 
and giving them this message, Yosef cured Yaacov 
and the holy spirit returned to him. 

Opening the blocked pipes 

But how did the problem happen in the first place? It 
is  Gevalt and frightening to say it, but what 
happened before the blessings that caused Yaacov to 
loose the Divine Spirit? Yaacov bowed down to 
Yosef! 

ה ָֽ ִמט  אש ה  ָֹּ֥ ל ר ל ע  ֵאַ֖ חּו ִיְשר  ָ֥  13.ו ִיְשת 

And Yaacov bowed down on his bed 

As Ibn Ezra explains 

 14.שחלק כבוד למלכות. והנכון בעיני שנתן שבח לשם

He gave honour to the monachy , but I (Ibn Ezra) say 
he praised God 

In other words, even if Yaacov bowed down to God, 
because of the honour of the monarchy he bowed 
down to Yosef too. This is the first time that the sun, 
Yosef’s father in the dream of the sun, moon and 11 
stars, fulfilled the dream. Yaacov bows down to 
Yosef. Yaacov wanted to bless Ephraim and 
Menashe, but Yosef realizes “Oi vey! My father has 
bowed down to me!” So, he takes his children away 
and  

ה ְרצ  ָֽ יו א  ַ֖ פ  ָ֥ חּו ְלא   15 ו ִיְשת 

They bowed down to him  

To who ? To both Yaacov and God 

Yaacov, when he bowed down to Yosef caused him 
and his children a tiny amount of pride , and this 
prevented them being a channel for blessings. Only 
after Yosef takes them and they bow down to Yaacov 
can the Divine spirit return, and Yaacov can bless his 
other children. 
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 .א"ל, ז"מ, בראשית  13

 .שם, עזרא אבן  14

 .ז"י, ח"מ, שם  15


