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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

Lighting our souls 
Why did Aharon, and not Moshe, light the Menora? 

ה  ֹ֔ ְמנֹור  ֵ֣י הַּ ת ֶאל מּו֙ל ְפנֵּ ר ֹ֔ נֵּ ְת֙ך ֶאת הַּ ֲעלֶֽ יו ְבהַּ ָ֑ ל  ָּ֖ אֵּ ְרת  מַּ ֶֽ ן ְוא  ֲהר ֹ֔ ל אַּ ֙ר ֶאֶֽ בֵּ דַּ
ֹות נֵּרֶֽ ת הַּ ַ֥ ְבעַּ ירּו שִׁ ָּ֖  1.י אִׁ

Speak to Aharon and say to him, when you light the 
candles, on the menorah, seven candles will burn  

With these words, Moshe was instructed by God to 
speak to Aharon, to inform him that the job of refilling 
and relighting the candles was his alone. We will ask a 
question that is  the opposite of what is usually asked. 
We know that the menorah represents the Torah, as 
Shlomo Hamelech tells us 

ֹור ה אָ֑ ֹור  ְצו ה ְותֵ֣ ֵ֣ר מִִׁ֭ י נֵּ ִּ֤  2.כִׁ

The mitzvot are candles and the Torah light 

Chazal taught us that the Menorah was in the southern 
end of the sanctuary , and so  

 3.הרוצה שיחכים - ידרים

He who wishes to become knowledgeable should go 
south . 

We must asj why is Aharon singled out for this mitzvah? 
Would it not have been more appropriate for it to be 
given to Moshe, who gave us the Torah? The question 
deepens  when we read the following pesukim, that 
repeat, for no obvious reason, how the menorah was 
made 

וא  ָ֑ ה הִׁ ֵ֣ ְקש  ּה מִׁ ָּ֖ ְרח  ד פִׁ ּה עַּ ַ֥ כ  ד ְירֵּ ב עַּ ה ֹ֔ ה ז  ֵ֣ ְקש  ֙ה מִׁ ר  ְמנ  ה הַּ ִּ֤ ֲעשֵּ ֶֽ ה מַּ ְוֶזֶ֨
ה ֶֽ ר  ְמנ  ה ֶאת הַּ ָּ֖ ש  ן ע  ַ֥ ה כֵּ ֶשֹ֔ ה ֙ה ' ֶאת מ  ִּ֤ ר ֶהְרא  ה ֲאֶשֶ֨ ְרֶאֶ֗ מַּ  4.כַּ

This was the form of the menorah: hammered work of 
gold, from its base to its flower it was hammered work; 
according to the form that the Lord had shown Moses, 
so did he construct the menorah. 

In other words, the making of the menorah was an act 
that only Moshe could understand and do. So, why 
were the replenishing and the relighting done by 
Aharon. 

A non-enlightening  Torah 

The answer is fundamental and deep. Moshe was 
indeed the one who built the menorah. There could be 
a situation in which there would be a kosher gold 
menorah, but it doesn`t give out light. In other words 
there can be a situation in which someone can learn 
Torah, but it doesn't light up his soul, which stays in the 
dark. 
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Aharon’s task – to kindle the soul 

In order to light the menorah, the Torah given to us by 
Moshe, two things are needed: The first is to pray, it is 
not enough that you have Torah, you must pray 

ֶתך ינֵּינּו ְבתור  ר עֵּ אֵּ  5.ְוה 

Light our eyes with your Torah 

To pray that our eyes will be lit up by the Torah, and It 
will light up our soul. In order for this to happen, we 
must want to be like a candle, completely nullified and 
secondary to the source of the light, He who gave us the 
Torah. There can be someone who learns Torah, but is 
not really connected to the source of where it came 
from. Just as a flame can only be lit if the oil and wick 
are completely secondary and dedicated to the act, 
otherwise the flame will not catch, and the candle will 
be extinguished. This is why the mitzvah of lighting the 
candles was given to Aharon, because we was the one 
who taught us Avoda, tefilla – service that is prayer 

The world stands on the things – Torah, Avoda and good 
deeds6. Avoda- service is Aharon`s. It is his task bring us 
close to God. 

The connection between Moshe and Aharon, the body 
of the Menorah and the lit candles is fundamental. Only 
via the six candles burning towards the central candle 
does the menorah receive its significance. Without it 
being alight, it doesn't mean anything. It is true that the 
Torah was created before the world, but someone has 
to light up the hearts, to make sure there will be prayer, 
to make sure the menorah will spread light. 

Love between us 

The other requirement, no less important, for the 
menorah to be lit is love. Sometimes there is a 
menorah, but it doesn't give off light. It is not lit up  

Because there is no love or nearness, not just between 
God and us, but between us ourselves. 

If you learn Torah alone, it may be golden, but in order 
to light all the candles, you must be like Aharon 

ה תֹור  ן לַּ ְרב  ּיֹות ּוְמק  ְברִׁ ב ֶאת הַּ לֹום, אֹוהֵּ ף ש  לֹום ְורֹודֵּ ב ש   7.אֹוהֵּ

Loving and pursuing peace, loving people and bringing 
them closer to the Torah 
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