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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Balak  Ben Tzippur An exposé 

 

Why was the king of Moav  given the honour of 
a parsha in his name? It is not the first time a 
parsha has been called after someone not from 
our people – both Noach and Yitro preceded 
Barak, but they were both important positive 
leaders:  Noach was the forefather of the 
whole would, and Yitro was the archetype of 
how the nations will discover and believe in 
God. Barak is an embarrassment, even for the 
the nations of the world. The Parsha could have 
been called after Bilam, a philosopher and 
prophet, or even after one of the more 
important  kings – Sichon or Og. Why on earth 
is the parsha named after Balak? Who are you 
Balak Ben Tzippur. 
The difference between Balak and the other 
kings of the Region was that Balak had nothing 
to fear from Israel. Sichon the king of the Emori 
had to prepare to fight the people who had left 
Egypt and were about to conquer the land of 
Israel, Og and the king of Edom too. Balak had 
no need to be afraid, as no doubt his 
intelligence had told him, the Jewish people 
were commanded ר ָּ֥ ְתג  ב ְוַאל תִּ ַצרָּ֙ ֶאת "מֹוא ָ֔ " ַאל ת ָּ֙
ה... " ָ֑ מ  ְלח  ם מִּ ָּ֖  Don't afflict Moav and don't go toב 
war against them" (Devarim 2:9)  , the reason 
being perhaps because they are descendants 
of Lot or because Ruth will come from Moav. 
Balak doesn't want to fight Israel, he was an 
ideologist , with much more devotion than 
Bilam. Rashi does tell us (Rashi Bamidbar 
22:11)  that Bilam hated Israel more than Balak, 
but he was willing for a small sum not to curse 
us. Balak, on the other hand was willing to put 
his life in danger in order to get rid of Am 
Yisrael. They had not and would not cause him 
any problems whatsoever, but still he wanted 
to solve the “Jewish problem” for once and for 
all. 
The first thing Balak does in our parsha reminds 
us of last week’s parsha – Parsha Hukat  
" וישלח מלאכים    And he send messengers" 

Moshe sent messengers too, to the king of 
Edom and to Sichon. Three hundred years later 
Yiftach Hagiladi tells us in last week's haftara 
that Yisrael sent messengers to the king of 
Moav too, in other words to Balak, just as 
Yiftach sends messengers to the king of Amon. 
The common denominator of all these 
messages that they were all attempts to call for 
peace, and to stop war from breaking out. 
Balak does the complete opposite; the 
messengers he sends to Bilam have one task 
only, a negative one, to curse and hurt Israel, 
who have no wish to fight him in the first place. 
We can understand him. If Israel will fulfill their 
purpose, then on his doorstep there will be “a 
house of prayer for all nations “, the whole 
world will no that “The God of Israel is king” 
and that אין עוד מלבדו     There is no other than 
God. How will the Prince of Midyan (see Rashi 
Devarim 4:4) , the small king of Moav look next 
to this big truth? 
Our Parsha that seems unconnected to the rest 
of the Torah is called Balak because it teaches 
us the antithesis of Am Yisrael, as the Mishna 
in Avot teaches us the difference between the 
disciples of Avraham and those of  Bilam. Not 
only do Am Yisrael and the other nations have 
to be careful of Bilam, but the donkeys and 
asses too. He announces that he wants to go to 
war not out of fear of an enemy, but because 
he cant stand the idea that “God is king, was 
king and will reign for ever” . Just as they are 
about to enter the land of Israel he calls for the 
magician,a prophet who claims to know when 
God is angry, just to stop the world from 
hearing that “There is no other then God  אין עוד
 ,this is why he has a parsha in his name , ”מלבדו
so that we will know that either Balak is a king 
or God is The king.   
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