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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Moshe's Mussar  for Tisha BeAv 
  

Our Parsha, Devarim, that  is read always before Tisha 
Beav, contains Moshe's rebuke of Am yisrael for the sin 
of the spies. "Five things happened to our forefathers on 
Tisha BeAv", the first in the list isn’t the destruction of 
the temple, it’s the decree that our forefathers will have 
to stay in the desert for forty years, and not enter the 
land of Israel. Moshe addresses the young generation, 
and analyses the sin. He speaks mainly about one thing 
"Emuna" – faith. This was the test, and we failed it. This 
is the beginning of our sorrows on Tisha BeAv, and the 
strengthening of our faith is the key to Tikkun, to 
mending our ways. 

The audience hearing Moshe does not include anyone 
aged between 60 and 100, as they all died in the desert, 
apart from Yehushua and Calev. The men listening and 
receiving the rebuke were either born in the desert or 
were children at the time of the sin, together with 
people aged over a hundred, who were aged over sixty 
at the time. 

The people listening to Moshe spent the last forty years 
burying their parents and grandparents, parents and 
grandparents buried their children. Moshe explains to 
an audience, who mostly where not alive at the time of 
the sin, its deep meaning. He answers the question how 
it was possible to loose faith 
ם.1 ִֽ יְר֖אּון ֵמה  ִֽ ְלֹא ת  ַעְר֥צּון וִֽ ם לֹא ַתִֽ ֶ֑ ר ֲאֵלכ  ֹאַמ֖ ִֽ  ו 

And I said to you, "Do not be broken or afraid of 

them. 
ֹהֵל   'ה    ֙ם ַהִֽ ֵהיכ  ה ֱאלִֽ ָׂ֧ ש  ר ע  ֹכל ֲאש ֶׁ֨ ם ְכְּ֠ ֶ֑ כ  ם ל  ֵח  ל  ם ֖הּוא י  ְפֵניכ ֶ֔ ְך ל 

ם ִֽ יֵניכ  ם ְלֵעִֽ י  ְצַר֖ ם ְבמ  ֶ֛ ְתכ  ֲא֙ך ה   א  ִֽ ר ְנש  ית  ֲאש   א ֶ֔ ר ר  ֙ר ֲאש   ְדב   'ּוַבמ 
א ש  ר י  ֥ ֲאש  יך ַכִֽ ת ֱאלה ֶ֔ יש א  ֖ ל א  ֹו ְבכ  ם ַעד ְבנֶ֑ ר ֲהַלְכת ֶ֔ ְ֙ך ֲאש   ר   ַהד ֶׁ֨

ה.2 ִֽ ֥קֹום ַהז  ם ַעד ַהמ  ֖ ֲאכ   ֹבִֽ

The Lord, your God, Who goes before you He will 

fight for you, just as He did for you in Egypt before 

your very eyes, and in the desert, where you have 

seen how the Lord, your God, has carried you as a 

man carries his son, all the way that you have gone, 

until you have come to this place. 
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What was worse, asks Moshe, fighting against the 
Egyptian empire, who you saw fall, or fighting the giants 
of Canaan? For forty years you have seen the pillars of 
cloud and fire, the manna and the spring, you have 
seen God all this time.  Moshe shouts 
ם.3  ִֽ ֵהיכ  ם ַבִֽ -֖ה ' ֱאלִֽ ינ ֶ֔ ֲאמ  ֙ם ַמִֽ יְנכ  ה ֵאִֽ ֶ֑ ר ַהז  ֖ ב   ּוַבד 
And in this , you don’t believe in God? 
As Rashi explains – "God's promise to bring you to 
the land you don’t believe" 
Moshe is rebuking the people out of love. He is 
explains the source of this lack of faith 
ד  ֖ ח  יש א  ֥ ים א  ר ֲאנ ש ֶ֔ ש   ֙ם ְשֵנ ים ע  כ  ח מ  ַק  ִֽא  ר ו  ֶ֑ ב  ב ְבֵעיַנ֖י ַהד  יַט֥ ַוי 
ט.4 ב  ִֽ  ַלש 

And the matter pleased me; so I took twelve men 
from you, one man for each tribe. 
If there was such a lack of faith, how come it 
pleased Moshe? 
The answer is suprising, There is a huge difference 
between the tests of Egypt or the desert, and that 
of the spies. Egypt and the desert were small tests 
in comparison. 
For example, at the crossing of the Red Sea, the 
Egyptians were behind us, and the sea in front, 
there was no alternative but a miracle. There was 
no need to send spies to check the depth of the sea 
– only an idiot wouldn’t have faith so  
ֹו.5 ה ַעְבדִֽ ֖ ינּ֙ו ַבִֽ -הֶ֔ ' ּוְבֹמש  ֙ ֲאמ   ַוַיִֽ

They believed in God and Moshe his servant Moshe 
When the Manna fell for heaven, it was an obvious 
miracle, no journalist could claim that is was a freak 
of nature. The pillar of cloud and of fire was 
unexplainable – All saw miracles, and faith became 
natural. 
But, says Moshe, when I told you that we are  going 
to enter the land, and you wanted spies, the idea 
was 
ר  ֥ ים ֲאש  ֶ֔ ר  ע  ִֽ ּה ְוֵא֙ת ה  ה ב ֶ֔ ֲעל  ר ַנִֽ ְ֙ך ֲאש   ר  ת ַהד ֶׁ֨ ר א  ב ֶ֔ נּ֙ו ד  בּו ֹאת ֶׁ֨ ְוי ש  
ן.6 ִֽ א ֲאֵליה  ֹ֖ ב  נ 
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"Let us send men ahead of us so that they will 
search out the land for us and bring us back word 
by which route we shall go up, and to which cities 
we shall come." 
Not if to make Aliya, but how to conquer the cities. 
God wanted our involvement, so Moshe was 
pleased. 
The Hishtadlut, the required effort in the desert, 
was not to make an effort. Not to save Manna at 
night, not to pick it on Shabbat , to believe God will 
bring more in the morning. Now, just before 
entering the land, we must believe that we are 
making an effort, sending spies, but only for the 
"how" not "if" . God will defeat the giants, but we 
must prepare weapons . In the desert 
ּון.7 שִֽ ם ַתֲחר  ֖ ם ְוַאת  ֶ֑ כ  ם ל  ֵח   ֖ה ' י  ל 

God will fight for you, and you will remain silent 
But not anymore.  
 
This is the rebuke for Tisha BeAv. Moshe tells the 
people that he understands the difficulty of faith 
before entering the land, the combination of our 
own efforts, to make the military plan and at the 
same time to know that only God, who split the 
sea, is the one defeating our enemies. 
We don’t mention on Tisha BeAv Nebuchadnezzar 
or Titus. We remember that all depends on our 
faith, or lack of faith, that our strength comes from 
God, 

The test of faith is what Moshe is teaching the 
generation who were mostly  not alive at the time 
of the sin of the spies, but still have this test daily, 
just as we do. We must learn from this test how to 
strengthen our faith. 
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