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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Pinchas, Eliyahu and the Mashiach 
  

Our Parsha opens with God telling Moshe  

י  ל ְבֵנִּֽ ת ֲחָמִת֙י ֵמַעֹ֣ יב אֶּ ן ֵהִשִׁ֤ ֵהֵ֗ ן ַהכֹּ ֲהרֹֹּ֣ ן ַאִּֽ ר בֶּ ְלָעָזָ֜ ן אֶּ ס בֶּ יְנָחָ֨ ִפִּֽ
ל...1  ִיְשָרֵאֵ֔

Phinchas the son of Eleazar the son of Aaron the 

kohen has turned my anger away from the children 

of Israel 

And his reward: 

ם. י ָשלִּֽ ת ְבִריִתֵ֖ ן ֛לֹו אֶּ ֵתֵ֥ י נֹּ ר ִהְנִנָ֨ ן ֱאמֹֹּ֑  2ָלֵכֵ֖

Therefore, say, "I hereby give him my covenant of 

peace 

We will ask a simple question:- what is a covenant 

of peace? If we answer that peace is the task of the 

tribe of Kohanim, just as his grandfather Aharon 

was "a lover and pursuer of peace", then what 

makes Pinchas special? 

This week we marked the Yahrzeit of the Holy Or 

HaChayim (Rabbi Chayim Ben Atar 1696-1747) 

Who explains our parsha via the saying of Chazal 

"Pinchas is Eliyahu" (Pirkei DeRabbi Eleizer 46) . 

Eliyahu was zealous against idol worship on Mount 

Carmel, this is the same zealousness of Pinchas 

against Baal Peor in our parsha. Eliyahu  ֵלב 'משיב

ם'3, ים ַעל ֲאבֹוָתֹ֑ ב ָבִנֵ֖ ים ְוֵלֵ֥  he may turn the " ָאבֹו֙ת עַ ל ָבִנֵ֔

heart of the fathers back through the children, and 

the heart of the children back through their 

fathers" , which is the peace that will be in the 

messianic era. Until then his job is not to declare 

what is pure and impure, to allow or to forbid, but 
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to reveal to us the future revolution of peace, when 

opposites will become unite. 

The Ramban teaches us that Eliyahu will come to 

prepare before Mashiach  

Before the coming of the Mashiach.., a prophet will 

arise to inspire Israel to be upright and prepare 

their hearts, as Malachi 3:22 states: 'Behold, I am 

sending you Elijah"He will not come to declare the 

pure, impure, or to declare the impure, pure. He will 

not dispute the lineage of those presumed to be of 

proper pedigree, nor will he validate the pedigree 

of those whose lineage is presumed blemished. 

Rather, he will establish peace within the world as 

ibid. 3:24 continues: 'He will turn the hearts of the 

fathers to the children".There are some Sages who 

say that Elijah's coming will precede the coming of 

the Mashiach... 4 

According to the Or Hachayim this is a very deep 

idea. Bilam's blessings started with  ד 'ֶהן ָע֙ם ְלָבָדָ֣

ן'5, א  a people who will sit aside" , and then" ִיְשכ ֹּ֔ ִֹּּֽ 'ל
ב'6 ֲעקֵֹּ֔ וֶּ֙ן ְבַיִּֽ יט ָאָ֨ 'ַמה  he will see no sin in Israel" and" ִהִבֵ֥

ל'7, יָך ִיְשָרֵאִּֽ ֵ֖ תֶּ ב ִמְשְכנֹּ ֲעקֹֹּ֑ יָך ַיִּֽ ֵ֖ ָהלֶּ בּו אִֹּּֽ  how beautiful are" טֵֹּ֥

your tents, O Israel". According to our Rabbis, each 

blessing represents one of our forefathers. 

However, Bilaam continues with a forth blessing, 

about the end of days, as the Rambam teaches us, 

he is talking about the Mashiach 

ם  ב ְוָקֵ֥ ַיֲעקֵֹּ֗ ב ִמִּֽ ְך כֹוָכָ֜ ֹוב ָדַרָ֨ א ָקרֹ֑ ֹֹּ֣ ּנּו ְול ֵ֖ ה ֲאשּורֶּ א ַעָתֵ֔ ֹֹּ֣ ּנּוָ֨ ְול ְראֶָּ֨ אֶּ

ל...8  ֙ט ִמִיְשָרֵאֵ֔ בֶּ  ֵשָ֨
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I see it, but not now; I behold it, but not soon. A star 

has gone forth from Jacob, and a staff will arise 

from Israel which will crush the princes of Moab 

and uproot all the sons of Seth 

As the Rambam says 

Reference to Mashiach is also made in the portion 

of Bilaam who prophesies about two anointed 

kings: the first anointed king, David, who saved 

Israel from her oppressors; and the final anointed 

king who will arise from his descendants and save 

Israel in the end of days. That passage Numbers 

24:17-18 relates':I see it, but not now' - This refers 

to David';I perceive it, but not in the near future;" - 

This refers to the Messianic king';A star shall go 

forth from Jacob' - This refers to David';and a staff 

shall arise in Israel' - This refers to the Messianic 

king.. .9 

What will be the task of the Mashiach? To bring a 

worldwide revolution.  

In that era, there will be neither famine or war, 

envy or competition for good will flow in 

abundance and all the delights will be freely 

available as dust. The occupation of the entire 

world will be solely to know God….. grasping the 

knowledge of their Creator according to the full 

extent of human potential, as Isaiah 11:9 states: 

'The world will be filled with the knowledge of God 

as the waters cover the ocean bed."10.  

Who will lead us to this new reality, one of true 

peace? Eliyahu. Because as long as the world has to 

fight between bad and good, to fight the wars that 

need Pinchas-Eliyahu has to bring us to our final 

aim - peace, that all will become good, including 

what looks bad now. This is the task of Mashiach , 

to teach the whole world  ֹו ' ְלׇעְבדֵ֖ ם ָהֵ֔ א ֻכָל֙ם ְבֵשֹ֣ ִֹּׁ֤ 'ִלְקר
ד'.12 ָחִּֽ ֹו אֶּ ד ּוְשמֵ֥ ָחֵ֖ ֶ֧ה ֛ה' אֶּ ּוא ִיְהיֶּ ֹום ַההֵ֗ ד',11 'ַביֹ֣ ָחִּֽ ם אֶּ ֵ֥   ְשכֶּ
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"That all will call in God's name and serve him 

together " , "And on that day , He and his name 

shall be one", 

We sing on Motzai Shabbat about Eliyahu 
 .... במהרה יבוא אלינו עם משיח בן דוד.13

May he come speedily with the Mashiach 

May he bring with him the covenant of peace, to 

bring our redemption soon in our days, amen! 
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