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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Return our service to your house 
  

What do we long for? 

We reach, in our parsha, the pinnacle of our 

expactations – Bet Hamikdash, the holy temple. The 

Torah doesn’t name it but calls it:  

ם...1 ן ְשמוֹ֙ ש ָׁ֔ ֵכֵּ֤ ֶ֥ם ּבוֹ֙ ְלשַׁ ֵהיכ  ֩ר ה  ' ֱאלֹֽ ר ִיְבחַׁ ֗קום ֲאש  מ   הַׁ

The place God will choose for his name to dwell 

No more will we be able to sacrifice offerings anywhere, 

from now on it will be only on the "holy mountain in 

Jerusalem". The question we must asked is; why didn’t 

Moshe tell us the location and speak of Jerusalem? Why 

isn’t the city mentioned explicitly even once in the 

whole Torah? Why is the temple mentioned in our 

parsha nine times with the title:  

֣לוש ל ש  ה כ  א ֩ ֵֽר  ה ֵיֹֽ נ ָ֡ ש  ים ּבַׁ ִמ֣ ת ְפע  ּוְרךָ֜ א  קוםֹ֙  '֣ה  ְפֵנ֣י ְזכ  מ  יך ּבַׁ ֱאלה ֗

ר... ר ִיְבח ָׁ֔ ֣  2ֲאש 

Three times a year your males must see God's face at 

the place he will choose 

And at the end of our parsha:  -  

ר ֞קום ֲאש  מ  ר הֵּ֤  הַׁ ל 'ִיְבחַׁ  םֹ֙ ִמכ  ֵהיכ  ת ֱאלֹֽ ּום א  ם ל שֶ֥ ם  ִשְבֵטיכ ָׁ֔ ָׁ֑ ְש֖מו ש 
ה.3 מ  ֹֽ את  ש  ֶ֥ ו ִתְדְר֖שּו ּוב   ְלִשְכנֶ֥

But only to the place which the Lord your God shall 

choose from all your tribes, to set His Name there; you 

shall inquire after His dwelling and come there 

Why must we "inquire after" the place and not be given 

a name?  

God's presence is dependent on our prayers 

This question is dealt with by all of our commentators, 

but we will learn the explanation of the "Tifferet 

Shlomo" the Rebbe of Radomsk , Rabbi Shlomo 

Hacohen Rabinowicz: 
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It can't be that Moshe didn’t know that the place God 

will choose will be the holy mountain in Jerusalem, why 

didn’t he mention it? The site was known to our fathers: 

Avraham called it the mountain, Yitzchak the field and 

Yaacov- God's house… The explanation is that the basis 

for the descending of the divine presence is via the 

prayers and positive desires of Israel, that they will bring 

down the holy lights with their prayers and good 

intentions , bringing God's presence down in to the 

lower world. Despite the fact it was known that 

Jerusalem had been chosen, it was impossible to build 

the temple until the prayers and desires of Israel will be 

worthy. This is "That God will choose from your tribes" 

– from all the desires of the tribes, that have been asking 

for the temple to be built, as it says "ask for the good of 

Jerusalem", and "you shall enquire after it", if you 

enquire and demand, then you will be able to "come 

there"4. 

In short, the "place God will choose from all your tribes" 

will be chosen despite its place already being known, 

this will be only after God will choose our prayers, and 

judge us to be completely worthy. It took four hundred 

years from the time we crossed the Jordan till the 

building of the Temple, from Joshua, the elders, the 

judges until King David. Didn’t these leaders want to 

build the temple? They didn’t want to fulfil the mitzvot 

that can only be done there? 

But the idea is that the time hadn’t come yet when the 

prayers and desires will be worthy for the building of the 

temple, until this time the Mashiach will not be born.  

Via our desires, the "place God will choose" becomes 

"the place he will choose from amongst your tribes 
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We stood at your gates, Jerusalem 

"My house will be a place of prayer for all nations", in 

other words "my house" will only be if the prayers of 

Israel scattered amongst the nations will be worthy, and 

that is want they really want.  

Moshe tells us that this place will become apparent only 

after God will choose all of our desires and wishes to 

"enquire after it", and only  then "you will come there" 

Just as David tells us in Tehillim  

ִיְך  ֗ רַׁ ְשע  ינּו ִּבִּ֝ ְגֵלָׁ֑ ֣יּו רַׁ ְמדות ה  ְך. ע ֹ֭ ית ֣ה ' ֵנֵלֹֽ י ֵּב֖ ים ִלָׁ֑ ְמִר֣ ְחִתי ְּבא  מַׁ ...ש ֹ֭
ִ ם.5 ֹֽ ל   ְירּוש 

I was happy when I was told that we were going to 

God's house. Our feet were standing in your gates, 

Jerusalem 

The Tifferet Shlomo explains "I was happy" because all 

Israel wanted was "to go to God's house" so our feet 

were able to stand "in it's gates". 

Bring back the divine service to you house 

We say three times a day in the Amida 

ם ְשֵעההל-ְרֵצה ה' א ֵאל ְוִלְתִפל ת  ְמך ִיְשר  ה  ,ינו ְבעַׁ ֲעבוד  ֵשב ה  ְוה 

ך,  םִלְדִביר ֵּבית  ֵאל ּוְתִפל ת  צון ְוִאֵשי ִיְשר  ֵּבל ְּבר  ה ְתקַׁ ֲהב  ּוְתִהי  ,ְבאַׁ

ך מ  ֵאל עַׁ ת ִיְשר  ִמיד ֲעבודַׁ צון ת   6.ְלר 

restore the service to Your Sanctuary and accept with 

love and favour Israel's fire-offerings and prayer; and 

may the service of Your people Israel always find 

favour. 

We usually understand that "restore the service to your 

sanctuary" means returning the sacrifices to the 

temple, but the Tifferet Shlomo explains: 

It is as if one's father was imprisoned in iron chains, and 

his son comes to ask for gold and silver. The father will 

be angry with his son for not trying to free him. 

The father, who is so happy to see his son, cries about 

the son's behaviour, why isn’t freeing the father the 

most important thing for him? 

So, in our exile, our main desire should be to cure the 

pain of the exile of the sechina. For this reason the gates 

of prayer are locked for those who don’t pray for pain of 

the sechina. This is "bring back the service to your 

house" that all the prayers we said for our own needs, 

receive them again as if they were for your house (Dvir), 
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in other words as if the words (Davar) was for your 

house 

Jews have prayed throughout our exile, but most of our 

prayers were because we were missing things such as 

god and silver. We should have been praying to release 

our father from his prison! To rebuild the temple and 

the divine presense from its exile!  If we had, God would 

had answered all our prayers, because the divine 

presence would have been redeemed. 

The place God will choose 

This is the meaning of "return the service to your 

house" to let us see how all our prayers for our own 

personal needs are a mistake, and in truth all we really 

need to  pray for is to rebuild the temple. Make us see 

that our service and prayer is not just for making a living 

or even health, but to rebuild God's house, when this 

happens, everything else will be fulfilled too.  

The place God will choose we be when God will find all 

our prayers worthy, only then "you will come there"  

May all our prayers be just for that , for God's house, 

which will be a house of prayer for all nations. 
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