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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Desire and devotion 
  

Our Parsha tells us  
ֹום.1 ם ַהיֹֽ ֶ֖ כ  ים כֻּלְּ ִּ֥ ם ַחי  ֶ֑ ֵהיכ  ים ַבֹֽ -הֶ֖ ' ֱאלֹֽ ֵבק ִ֔ ֙ם ַהדְּ  וַאת 

But you who cleave to the Lord your God are alive, all of 
you, this day. 

Later, Moshe repeats the Ten Commandments in front 
of the young generation who are about to enter The 
Land, but with subtle differences. One of the more 
important is the change from the book of Shemot 
where we read  

ָךל   ֶ֑ ית ֵרע  ד ֵבֵּ֣ מ ֶ֖ א .ִּ֥א ַתחְּ ֹו ל ֹֽ דּ֤ ַעבְּ ָך וְּ ת ֵרע ֶ֗ ש  ד ֵאֵּ֣ מ ֹ֞ ֹו  ַתחְּ שֹורֵּ֣ ַוֲאָמתֹ֙ו וְּ
ָך. ֹֽ ֵרע  ר לְּ ִּ֥ ל ֲאש  כ ֶ֖ ֹו וְּ רִ֔   ַוֲחמ 

You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not 
covet your neighbor's wife, his manservant, his 
maidservant, his ox, his donkey, or whatever belongs to 
your neighbour2 

But in our Parsha we read 

ָך ֶ֑ ת ֵרע  ש  ד ֵאֵּ֣ מ ֶ֖ א ַתחְּ ל ִּ֥ ֲאָמתֹ֙ו  .וְּ ֹו ַוֹֽ דּ֤ ַעבְּ הו וְּ ָך ָשֵדֶּ֜ ית ֵרע ֶ֗ ה ֵבֵּ֣ ַאו ֶּ֜ תְּ א ת  ל ֹ֨ וְּ
ָך.3 ֹֽ ֵרע  ר לְּ ִּ֥ ל ֲאש  כ ֶ֖ ֹו וְּ רִ֔ ֲחמ   שֹורֹו ַוֹֽ

And you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor shall 
you desire your neighbor's house, his field, his 
manservant, his maidservant, his ox, his donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbour 

The change here is from “covert” to “desire” is not just 
semantic, and as we shall see. 

The devotion of the heart 

It is impossible to compare humans to animals. Let us 
look for example at a dog who grew up with cultural 
owners and has heard classical music all his life. Let us 
compare him to a human who sees the Niagra falls for 
the first time in his life. The man will say “amazing!!” or 
“how great are your creations, O God!”, he will take 
photos. The dog, like any other dog will run to the water 
and splash around, roll in the dirt and look for a bone. 

Animal don’t look for nice views, they are not tourists, 
they make do with what they have and don’t try and 
widen their horizons. Only man only looks always for 
more. 

Have we ever seen a pair of dogs celebrating a silver or 
golden wedding anniversary? Waiting for their 
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grandchildren, happy in their marriage? The difference 
is clear. 

Even the wildest man will need to experience devotion 
in his life 

ד.4  ָחֹֽ ר א  ָבָשִּ֥ ו לְּ ָהיֶ֖ ֹו וְּ תִ֔ שְּ א  ק בְּ ָדַבֵּ֣ ֹו וְּ מֶ֑ ת א  א  יו וְּ ֶ֖ ת ָאב  יש א  ֲעז  ב א ִ֔  ַעל ֵכ֙ן ַיֹֽ

And so man will leave his parents and cleave to his wife 
becoming one 

This is what Rashi explains was the difference between 
the meeting with Eve, and Adam’s previous experiences 
with animals 

.שבא על כל בהמה וחיה ולא נתקררה דעתו עד שבא על חוה    
And he had relations with every animal , but was only 
satisfied when he met Eve. 

Dogs were born to be dogs, and they do a good job of 
it. Their task is to continue the existence of dogs in the 
world. If they need to, they eat, drink and make 
puppies. Man, despite his obligation to continue the 
human race is fundamentally different. He isn’t fulfilled 
until he reaches the stage of devotion “cleaving to his 
wife”. He can be an expert in theology, but until he 
experiences spiritual devotion and cleaving, it will not 
be the real thing. His abstract knowledge makes him no 
better that Wikipedia. 

On the other side of the scale, man also wishes to widen 
his horizons, to tour and explore, to experience new 
things. He is able to adapt to changes much better than 
animals 

Living between the two ends of the scale 

This is what the Torah teaches us this week 

On one hand 

י ם  קו ַמֹֽ ָתֶ֑ מְּ ים י  ִּ֥ נוב  ם גְּ ָעֹֽ נְּ ים י  ֵּ֣ ָתר  ם סְּ ֶ֖ח  ל  .וְּ  

Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in secret is 
pleasant." 

Man has a strong passion to know more and encompass  
everything , but on the other hand we wants to return 
to his roots, he wants to know his roots, where his true 
desires lie, to what does he cleave. How can he achieve 
this desire? 

The Torah describes Man’s creation 
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ה...5  ֲאָדָמִ֔ ן ָהֵּ֣ ם ָעָפ֙ר מ  ָאָדֶ֗ ת ָהֹֽ ים א  רִּ֩ הֹ֨ ' ֱאלה ֶּ֜ יצ   ַוי ִּ֩

And God created man, dust from the ground 

Rashi explains  

Dust from the ground: He gathered dust from the entire 
earth, from the four directions, so that wherever he 
[man] would die, it [the earth] would accept him for 
burial. Another explanation: He took his dust from the 
place of which it is said (Exod. 20:21): “You shall make 
Me an altar of earth.” If only it would be an atonement 
for him, so that he might endure! (Gen. Rabbah 14:8) 

This is exactly the point we have talked about. On one 
hand man was created from the site of the holy temple, 
and on the other hand, he comes from the dust of the 
four corners of the earth, from everything and 
everywhere. In this man is unique, a godly person. 

A sea of desires 

How can this godly person survive in a sea of desire? 

By the need to cleave,  to experience moments of true 
devotion that will keep man faithful;  to God, to his wife, 
to his people, to himself. This is an anchor of true love 

, just as Ruth  'ותדבק בחמותה' cleaved to her mother in 
law6. 

Can we be “ואתם הדבקים” – those who cleave (to God) , 
in order to live in this world and enjoy it, as our rabbis 
teach us  

Man will be called to judgement for all the things he has 
seen and didn’t want to eat, despite it being allowed 7( 

And still stay godly? 

Only “those who cleave” in devotion can be sure that 
“they will not (wrongly) desire”. 
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