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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

It is not in heaven 
  

The Torah tells us in our parsha  

נּו  הָּׁ לָָּּׁ֔ ֶ֣ ח  ֙ה ְוִיקָּׁ ְימָּׁ ַמַ֨ נּו ַהשָּׁ ָּ֤ ה לָּׁ י ַיֲַֽעל  ר ִמֶ֣ וא ֵלאמ ֹ֗ ִים ִהִ֑ ַמַ֖ א ַבשָּׁ ל ֹ֥
נָּׁה.1 ַֽ ֲעש  ּה ְוַנַֽ ַ֖ תָּׁ נּו א   ְוַיְשִמֵעֹ֥

It is not in heaven, that you should say, "Who will 
go up to heaven for us and fetch it for us, to tell [it] 
to us, so that we can fulfill it?" 

"It" Rashi explains, is the Torah. Why does the 
Torah use such vivid imagery – "Not in Heaven" and 
"it is not over th seas" ? Does anyone think that the 
Torah is in heaven, and that it is possible for human 
beings to go there and take it? 

"It is not in heaven" is one of foundations of the 
oral Torah, as R`Yehushua says in the famous story 
of the Oven of Achnai - 

יצאתה בת קול ואמרה: מה לכם אצל רבי אליעזר שהלכה 
לא  - כמותו בכל מקום. עמד רבי יהושע על רגליו ואמר

שכבר  - רבי ירמיה אמרהיא?  מאי לא בשמים. בשמים היא
נתנה תורה מהר סיני, אין אנו משגיחין בבת קול, שכבר 

 2בתורה: 'אחרי רבים להטות'. כתבת בהר סיני

Whereupon a Heavenly Voice cried out: 'Why do ye 
dispute with R. Eliezer, seeing that in all matters the 

halachah agrees with him!' But R. Joshua arose and 
exclaimed: 'It is not in heaven.' What did he mean 
by this? — Said R. Jeremiah: That the Torah had 
already been given at Mount Sinai; we pay no 
attention to a Heavenly Voice, because You have 
long since written in the Torah at Mount Sinai, "one 
must incline after the majority " 

There is a deep message here – The parsha isn’t 
just talking about The Torah, but (according to the 
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Ramban), "it isn’t in heaven" relates to the mitzvah 
of teshuva too 

A far away place 

The Torah uses the word "heaven" as an 
exaggerated term, for example:  

ם.3 ַֽ ינּו שָּׁ ִאֹ֥ ים רָּׁ ִקַ֖ ִים ְוַגם ְבֵנֹ֥י ֲענָּׁ ִ֑ מָּׁ ת ַבשָּׁ ת ּוְבצּור ַ֖ ים ְגד לֹ֥ ִרִ֛  עָּׁ

Huge guarded cities in heaven, in which we saw  
giants. 

Rashi explains:   

.הבאי דברו הכתובים לשון. ערים גדולות ובצורות בשמים  

Huge guarded cities in heaven – The Torah 
deliberately exaggerates. 

Sometimes the phrase is used to describe a far 
away place,  

ים ְלִמן א ֱאלִהָּ֤ ַ֨ רָּׁ ֩ר בָּׁ ֙ם ַעל ַהּיֹו֙ם ֲאש  דָּׁ ִים  אָּׁ ַמַ֖ ה ַהשָּׁ ץ ּוְלִמְקֵצֹ֥ ר  אָָּּׁ֔ הָּׁ
ע  ֹו ֲהִנְשַמֹ֥ ה אַ֖ דֹו֙ל ַהז ָּ֔ ר ַהגָּׁ ָּ֤ בָּׁ ה ַכדָּׁ ְהיָֹּׁ֗ ִים ֲהִנַֽ ִ֑ מָּׁ ה ַהשָּׁ ְוַעד ְקֵצֶ֣
מ ַֽ הּו.4  כָּׁ

For ask now regarding the early days that were 
before you, since the day that God created man 

upon the earth, and from one end of the heavens to 
the other end of the heavens, whether there was 
anything like this great thing, or was the likes of it 
heard? 

Here heaven is a place, not an exaggeration. Also in 
our parsha we have a real but far place described 
as the edge of  heaven  

ם  ַ֖ יָך ּוִמשָּׁ ְצָ֙ך הֶ֣ ' ֱאלה ָּ֔ ם ְיַקב  ִים ִמשָֹּׁ֗ ִ֑ מָּׁ ה ַהשָּׁ ֲחָךַ֖ ִבְקֵצֶ֣ ַדַֽ ֹ֥ה ִנַֽ ְהי  ִאם ִיַֽ
ָך.5 ַֽ ח   ִיקָּׁ
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Even if your exiles are at the end of the heavens, the 
Lord, your God, will gather you from there, and He 
will take you from there. 

The Torah isn’t talking in exaggerated terms, it is 
describing a place far far away from the 
atmosphere of Torah, even there we must seek 
God.  

It all depends on me. 

The Torah is telling us : "It is not in heaven, that you 

should say, Who will go up to heaven for us and 
fetch it for us" in other words don’t say that 
everything will be ok when we get to the place 
where everything will be ok, because not your 
location causes you to do things, but your own 
actions. The atmosphere and neighbours help, but 

if your Torah is true Torah, and you really want to 
do Teshuva, it can be done anywhere.  

Looking for someone to bring the Torah to us from 
heaven makes us dependent on someone else, "he 

will bring me the Torah", perhaps we might say 
"When I get to Uman, Rabbi Nachman will show me  
the light".  

The Torah taught us in last weeks parsha "And you 
shall put it in a basket"  - everything depends on 
our own actions. We strive to be  in heaven with an 
amazing spiritual atmosphere, the  way to get 
there is to try and make heaven here on Earth. 

My own steps to heaven 

The Baal Haturim teaches us  

. ה'הוי'' -יבות תופי והס ',מילה' -ר''ת . מי יעלה לנו השמימה

שאינו יכול לעלות אצל השם אם לא שיהא נימול וכן  מרלו
 התהלך לפני והיה תמים, שנאמר על המילה.6

"Who will go up to heaven for us" , the initials are 
the letters   מילה - Brit Mila, and the final letters – 
God's 4 letter name- to teach us that to get to God 
in heaven we must do brit mila and be pure 
(Avraham was told when given the mitzvah of Mila 
`Walk with me and be pure` - S)  

God's name isn’t just in heaven – it is everywhere, 
the path to it is the mitzvah here of Brit Mila, 
learning Torah, being more careful to keep the 
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mitzot. If you do this you will discover God's name 
here on Earth , and this will help you on the path to 
the heaven you seek.  

 


