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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

A home in Sodom. 
  

When, in our parsha, the people of Sodom discover 
that Lot has three guests in his house they 
surround it  
ה.1 ֶֽ צ  ם ִמק ָ ל ָהָעָ֖ ָ ן כ  ֵ֑ עַ ר ְוַעד ָזק  ָ֖  ִמנ ַ

both young and old, the entire population from 
every end of the city 

They shout at him and give an ultimatum  

ה  ְדָעָ֖ ֶֽ ינו  ְונ  ל ֵ֔ ם א  ֵ֣ ֹוִציא  ְיָלה הֶֽ ֵ֑ יָך ַהל ָ ָ֖ ל  ָּ֥או  א  ר ב ָ ִׁ֛ים ֲאש   ֲאָנש ִ ה ָהֶֽ ֵּ֧ ַאי  
 ֹאתֶָֽם.2

Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring 
them out to us, and let us be intimate with them." 

Lot goes out to them, closes his door and makes a 
shocking proposal 

י ש ְ  ִהנ  ה א ִלִ֜ ֶׁ֤ר ֹלאָנָ֨ יָאה ת  ֵ֣י ָב֗נֹות ֲאש   יש  אֹוִצֶֽ ְדעו ּ֙ ִאֵ֔ ֶֽ א  יָ ֶׁ֤ נ ָ
לּ֙  ֶׁ֤ים ָהא  ֲאָנש ִ ק ָלֶֽ ֵ֑ם ַרַ֠ יכ  ינ  ֶֽ ע  ֹוב ב ְ ָ֖ ט  ַ ן כ  ו  ָלה ֵ֔ ֲעש ֵ֣ ם ַוֶֽ יכ ֵ֔ ןּ֙ ֲאל  ְתה  א 

ָרִתֶֽי.3 ל ֹקֶֽ ָּ֥ צ  ָ֖או  ב ְ ָּ֥ן ב ָ י ַעל כ   ֶֽ ר כ ִ ו  ָדָבֵ֔ ֲֶַֽעש ֵ֣  ַאל ת 

Behold now I have two daughters who were not 
intimate with a man. I will bring them out to you, 
and do to them as you see fit; only to these men do 
nothing, because they have come under the 
shadow of my roof." 

The end of the argument is with the terrible 

threat used by the people of Sodom: 

ע ְלָךָ֖  ה ָנַרָּ֥ ָָּ֕ ...ַעת   

Now, we will deal even worse with you than with them 
This is the moment the three angels pull Lot back 
in to the house, close the door and miraculously 
deal with dangers outside.   

In understanding the story, we must realize that 
Lot is also the "internal Lot" a force inside everyone 
of us and relevant today. 
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This is the story of the house that Lot, his wife, 
daughters and son in laws live. Outside is a city built 
on an ideology that opposes hospitality, and the 
people are making a protest outside the house. 
There is a door that provides a barrier between the 
outside and the inside. This is similar to the story of 
the flood, one family inside, evil and destruction 
outside. During the flood the door of the arc is 
closed by God for Noach, to save him. Here too the 
angels save Lot by closing the door that separates 
him from the people of Sodom, thus saving him and 
his family. 

Lot is still looking for a way to survive outside. He 
sees the people of Sodom as his brothers 
עו  .4 ֶֽ ר  ָ י ת   ַאל ָנָּ֥א ַאַחָ֖

Brothers, please do not do evil! 

They are not. From all of his friends and brethren, 
after his promotion to chief justice, after all the 
ideology, all that is left for Lot is his own home. His 
home isn’t perfect either, his wife is not exactly a 
tzaddikah and  his son-in-laws laugh at him when 
they hear his plans. Only his two daughters 
accompany him when his physical home is 
destroyed and it is forbidden to look back. This is 
the "home" that survives, and is impossible to 
destroy, it is the "home" Lot will pass on to his 
daughters without even knowing what he had 
done. 

The end of the story is equally shocking. Lot's 
daughters are convinced that the world had been 
destroyed in a universal holocaust …   
ץּ֙ ...5 ר  ָאָ֨ ין ב ָ ֶׁ֤ יש  א  ן ְוִאָ֨ ֵ֑ ינו  ָזק  ה ָאִבֵ֣ ִעיָרָ֖ ל ַהצ ְ ה א  ִכיָרִׁ֛ ר ַהב ְ אמ  ֵֹּ֧  ַות 
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And the elder said to the younger "Our father is old, 
and there is no man on earth to come upon us, as 
is the custom of all the earth" 

She thought this was the only way to continue 
human existence, so without Lot knowing what 
was going on, the house of Lot continues via Amon 
and Moav, Ruth from Moav and Naama from Amon 
up to the mashiach, son of David. 

Lot thought that perhaps it was possible to save 
something outside the door, but it had all been 
destroyed. The inside of the home continues, not 
the physical part, the angels tell Lot not to take his 
possessions, only the people. Lot's home (with its 
hospitality) reminds him of the "House of 
Avraham" that he came from, this was the house 
the people of Sodom tried to destroy. 

The Torah tells us that when the angels arrive at 
Lot's home he bakes… matza! 

Rashi tells us "he baked matza as it was Pesach" 6. 

This, perhaps, is because of the similarity in the 
stories between the exodus, the flood and our 
story, the world is divided into two –outside the 
door  and inside. 

The door does not just keep the influence of the 
outside away. The door allows us to build a 
different internal world, different from the 
surrounding culture, an eternal world. It cannot be 
destroyed or taken, as it is not bricks and stone or 
even people, it is the essence itself. The home that 
will be victorious and prevail over the flood, the 
people of Sodom and the whole Egyptian empire 
יו...7 יתֹוּ֙ ַאֲחָרֵ֔ ת ב   יו ְוא  ָנֶׁ֤ ת ב ָ ִ֜ה א  ר ְיַצו   יו ְלַמַע֩ן ֲאש  ָ֨ ֗ י ְיַדְעת ִ ֵ֣  כ ִ

For I have known him because he commands his 
sons and his home after him, that they should keep 
the way of the Lord to perform righteousness and 
justice    
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