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Parshat Vayakhel/Pekudei  5788 
By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

“Do” or “be done” 
 

 

Our parsha tells us of the building of the mishkan, using the root ע.ש.ה -  “to do”, (“and they did”, 
“make”, “the makers” etc.) over thirty times. The idea of creative work and “doing” belongs to the 
mishkan in Jewish thought. the basis for the 39 forbidden acts of creative work on Shabbat is the 
list of labours performed whilst building the mishkan. There is something fundamental to be learnt 
from this, but first we will look at the opening verse: 

ה ְמָלאָכ֒ה ... ֵׁ֣ ָעשֶׁ ֵּֽ ת ָיִמ֘ים ת  שֶׁ ֵׁ֣  [2]ש 

For six days work shall be done 

We are used to the Torah telling us to work: 

ָך. ֵּֽ יָת ָכל ְמַלאְכתֶׁ ד ְוָעִשִׂ֖ ֲעב ֹ֔ ת ָיִמי֙ם ַתֵּֽ שֶׁ ֵׁ֤  [3]ש 

you shall labour six days and do all your work 

Davka in our parsha, with so much activity, the Torah uses a passive term . What does it mean “shall 
be done” - by itself in a parsha full of things done?  The torah commands us not just to rest but also 
to do, he blesses our endeavours   ה ֵּֽ ר ַתֲעשֶׁ ֶׁ֥ ל ֲאשֶׁ יָך ְבכ ִׂ֖ ' ֱאֹלהֶֹׁ֔ ֵַּֽרְכָ֙ך הֵׁ֣  , the Lord god will bless all you do  [6]'ּוב 
we prepare the vessels and God provides the blessing, we work and He blesses us. 

Why in this active parsha is the opening so passive? 

The Rebbe .[7] OBM gives an amazing insight. Shabbat is usually called Shabbat, but sometimes it is 
given another name  שבת שבתון Shabbat Shabbaton (a Shabbat of rest or Shabbat of Shabbat) , as is 
called Yom Kippur. this is the term used in the verse we opened with 

ה ְמָלאָכ֒ה ּובַ  ֵׁ֣ ָעשֶׁ ֵּֽ ת ָיִמ֘ים ת  שֶׁ ֵׁ֣ ֹון ַלֵּֽ ש  ת ַשָבתִׂ֖ ש ַשַבֶׁ֥ דֶׁ ם ק ֹ֛ ֶׁ֥ ה ָלכֶׁ י ִיְהיֶֶׁ֨ ֹום ַהְשִביִעִ֗ ֹו ְמָלאָכִׂ֖ה יּוָמֵּֽת.-יֵׁ֣ ה בֹ֛ ֶׁ֥  ֑ה' ָכל ָהֵּֽע שֶׁ

six days work shall be done and the seventh day shall be holy, Shabbat shabaton to God, anyone 
who works on in shall die. 

the Rebbe notes that every place the term Shabbat Shabbaton describes the weekly Shabbat, the 
Torah speaks not of working, but of work being done.  

The Rebbe explains that there is an obvious obligation to  work, it's a mitzva to be active in this 
world, but deep down we must understand that our endeavours are just a cover, to realize that we 
are obligated to work but must reach the level to see that our labour is done, but  not by us. 

Once we reach that understanding, that deep down God provides everything, then all the week we 
will feel like it is Shabbat. We will work but feel it is Shabbat. Then, when Shabbat arrives it will 
become “Shabbat Shabbaton” a Shabbat of Shabbatot. A brilliant insite! 

So why is  this  written in the parsha of the Mishkan? And why in the verse from which our rabbis 
link the 39 forbidden Shabbat acts to the Mishkan? 



 
I would like to suggest that any work or labour we do during the week should be like the building of 
the mishkan. We should understand that we are building a Mishkan for God, to see our endervours 
and working on God’s behest.  

I am not the one who does. The word מלאכה work is almost the word מלאך an angel, a messenger. 
The angel Gabriel knows his task, in the same way the angel inside of me should know his task to to 
his selected work, to build part of the Mishkan. By making my labour part of building a house for 
God in this lower world, of building the Mishkan, it becomes valuable and worthy.  

What is the true value of labour in this world? According to Halacha  [9] Seven people are called to 
the Torah on Shabbat, 5 on Yomtov, and during the week only three. Why? In order not to interfere 
with people's work! Not to shorten the work day. Work is so important that we learn and read less 
from the Torah because of it. In order for it to be of value, it must be a Mishkan building , that will 
“be done” via me , the messenger by He that sent me.  

 


