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Parshat Acharei-Mot  5788 
Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Avot chapter 3 – One hour! 
 

Rabbi Yaakov, quoted in the fourth chapter of Pirkei Avot, was the teacher of the editor of the 

Mishna, Rabbi Yehuda Hanassi. He is quoted in two mishnayot that should be read as one. 

ֵני ָהעֹוָלם ַהָבא פְּ דֹור בִּ רֹוזְּ ה ַלפְּ ה ּדֹומֶּ י ַיֲעֹקב אֹוֵמר, ָהעֹוָלם ַהזֶּ ין .ַרבִּ לִּ ַרקְּ ָכֵנס ַלטְּ תִּ ֵדי שֶּ דֹור, כְּ רֹוזְּ ָך ַבפְּ מְּ ֵקן ַעצְּ הּוא ָהיָה . ַהתְּ
ָכל ַחיֵ  ה, מִּ ים ָבעֹוָלם ַהזֶּ ים טֹובִּ שּוָבה ּוַמֲעשִּ תְּ ל קֹוַרת רּוַח , י ַהעֹוָלם ַהָבאאֹוֵמר, ָיָפה ָשָעה ַאַחת בִּ ָיָפה ָשָעה ַאַחת שֶּ וְּ

ה ָכל ַחֵיי ָהעֹוָלם ַהזֶּ  1.ָבעֹוָלם ַהָבא מִּ

Rabbi Yaakov says: This world is like a hallway before the world to come. Fix yourself in the hallway 

so you may enter the drawing room.He would say: One hour of repentance and good deeds in this 

world is better than all the time in the world to come. And one hour of pleasure in the world to 

come is better than all the time in this world. 

We know that this world isn’t the "drawing room", we expect much more than what we have now. 

However, there is an apparent contradiction between the two halves of the second Mishna. On 

one hand one hour of teshuva and good deeds in this world is worth more than all of the next, but 

on the other hand one hour of pleasure in the next world is worth more than all of this one. 

Perhaps we could suggest that this world is worth more than the next only if it is spent in teshuva 

and good deeds? The Midrash Shmuel teaches us that the second part of the Mishna, that talks of 

the pleasure of the next world, is comparing it to this world with teshuva etc., just like the first 

part of the Mishna.  

Also, how does the second Mishna explain the hallway? The drawing room by definition is nicer 

than the hallway, even if we hang in it a photo or put potted plants in it. By definition the hallway 

is there only to help us reach the drawing room. 

The explanation is amazing. Teshuva and good deeds in this world are only better than the next if 

they are done to build God's house in this world. There are no mitzvot in the next world. The aim 

of creation is: 

 2"ה להיות לו דירה בתחתוניים.נתאווה הקב

God wanted for himself a home in the lower world 
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So as far as the aim goes "an hour of mitzvot" is this world is worth more than all of the next. 

There is something intrinsic in this world that is missing from the next. Even so, this world is the 

world we know, with God's light hidden away,  so despite it being the reason for creation, as far as 

God's light being revealed – there is much more for the tsaddikim to enjoy in the next world. Only 

there will they merit to understand what happens in our world. 

The wording is exact. One hour in our world is worth more than all of the next, but if we want to 

measure the pleasure, that we can't find the same intensity in this world. The pleasure is seeing 

clearly what we really have done in this world. Only in the next world can we see what happened 

in the darkness of this one. Sometimes we don’t even want to be here, the understanding in the 

next world will shed light on the value of our teshuva and good deeds, giving us pleasure. 

Rabbi Yehuda Hanassi, sums up what his teacher has told us: 

הַ  יםַהיֹום ָקֵצר וְּ ים ֲעֵצלִּ ַהפֹוֲעלִּ ֻרָבה, וְּ ָלאָכה מְּ  3...מְּ

The day is short, there is a lot of work, and the workers are lazy 

This world is like a pregnancy, the hallway – only when we reach the great light will we understand 
what happened in the darkness, and have pleasure understanding. 
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