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Parsha Bilaam 5788  
By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Who is your role model? 

Not every story is suitable for children 

The Mishna is Avot teaches us: 

ִמַּתְלִמיָדיו ֶׁשל ִּבְלָעם ָּכל ִמי ֶׁשֵּיׁש ְּבָידֹו ְׁשלָׁשה ְדָבִרים ַהָּללּו, ִמַּתְלִמיָדיו ֶׁשל ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו. ּוְׁשלָׁשה ְדָבִרים ֲאֵחִרים, 
.ָהָרָׁשע ּוִמַּתְלִמיָדיו ֶׁשל ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינ -ַעִין טֹוָבה, ְורּוַח ְנמּוָכה, ְוֶנֶפׁש ְׁשָפָלה   .  -ַעִין ָרָעה, ְורּוַח ְּגבֹוָהה, ְוֶנֶפׁש ְרָחָבה  
 ..1.ִמַּתְלִמיָדיו ֶׁשל ִּבְלָעם ָהָרָׁשע

Anyone who has these three things is from the students of Abraham, our father, and [anyone who 
has] three other things is from the students of Bilaam the evildoer: [one who has] a good eye, a 
humble spirit and a small appetite -- is from the students of Abraham, our father. [One who has] an 
evil eye, a haughty spirit and a broad appetite - is from the students of Bilaam the evildoer. 

Two of these character traits we find in our parsha: 
 למדנו שרוחו גבוהה, ולא רצה לגלות שהוא ברשותו של מקום, אלא בלשון גסות...2
 למדנו שנפשו רחבה, ומחמד ממון אחרים. אמר, ראוי לו ליתן לי כל כסף וזהב שלו.3

This tells us that he was of a proud nature and he did not wish to divulge that he was under the 
control of the Omnipresent except in arrogant terms 

This tells us that he was avaricious and covetous of other peoples wealth. He said: He ought to give 
me all his silver and gold, for, behold, he would otherwise have to hire many armies to fight against 
them. 

The third characteristic "a bad eye" is obvious to the reader. There is no need to find a source, 

because this is the essence of Bilam. The question is why does the Torah teach us about this 

negative person with a bad character and huge ego? We know that Hashem wanted to give the 

nations a prophet, so that they will have no excuse for their behavior, but why one like this, that 

we know so much about his bad side? Later on we all also learn that he is cruel to animals, this 

isn’t a story for children! 

The complete opposite 

In our parsha the most evil person makes the worst curse, and this becomes the best blessing. 

Balak wishes to destroy the Jewish nation, is the forefather of the family of which it is written 

ׁשּו...4  יו ּגֹוִי֣ם ִיְדֹר֑ ים ֵאָל֖ ר ֹעֵמ֙ד ְלֵנ֣ס ַעִּמ֔ י ֲאֶׁש֤ ֶרׁש ִיַׁש֗  ֹׁש֣
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The stock of Yishai that has remained standing Shall become a standard to peoples 

From his descendants David the Mashiach will appear in the world (He is the forefather of Ruth – S) 
.  

This is the parsha with the most fundamental blessings of Israel, and the first time the belief in the 

Mashiach is mentioned
5
.   

Who works for whom? 

We must understand what it means to be a follower of the evil Bilaam in order to understand 

what is means to be the complete opposite, a member of Am Yisrael and follower of Avraham 

Avinu. 

The force that tries to block the world's redemption is ego. Ego doesn’t take into consideration 

pain in a donkey's leg. This ego can take God's gift of prophecy and misuse it as if Hashem receives 

orders. This is the complete opposite of the real avodat Hashem  

Bilam tells the elders of Midyan 
י...6 ר ֖ה' ֵאָל֑ ר ְיַדֵּב֥ ֲאֶׁש֛ ר ַּכֽ י ֶאְתֶכ֙ם ָּדָב֔ ֹבִת֤ ְיָלה ַוֲהִׁשֽ ינּו ֹפ֙ה ַהַּל֔  ִל֤

“Spend the night here, and I shall reply to you as Hashem may instruct me.” 

He is saying: stay here and I will persuade Him, I will sort it out. Everyone must do as I ask, even 

Hashem. He serves me, not the opposite. If anyone disagrees  
7.nי ה ֲהַרְגִּתֽ י ַעָּת֖ י ִּכ֥ ֶר֙ב ְּבָיִד֔  ֤לּו ֶיׁש ֶח֨

If I had a sword with me, I’d kill you. 

The root of Balak's war with Israel, is that Israel is the antitheses of this look at life. It is the 

followers of Avraham, not of Moshe, who stand opposed to Bilam's followers. Both have 

followers, but don’t use them.. Avraham saddles his ass by himself, as our rabbis teach: 

 - את השורה דכתיב 'ַוַּיְׁשֵּכם ַאְבָרָהם ַּבֹּבֶקר' וגו', ולא היה לו כמה עבדים? אמר רבי שמעון בן יוחאי... אהבה מקלקלת 
 אלא אהבה מקלקלת את השורה. 

אלא שנאה  -'ַוָּיָקם ִּבְלָעם ַּבֹּבֶקר ַוַּיֲחבׁש ֶאת ֲאֹתנֹו', ולא היו לו כמה עבדים?   ושנאה מקלקלת את השורה, שנאמר
 8.מקלקלת את השורה

R. Simeon b. Yohai said: Love upsets the natural order, and hate upsets the natural order. Love 
upsets the natural order: And Abraham rose early in the morning, etc: surely he had plenty of 
slaves? But the reason was that love upset the natural order .Hate upsets the natural order: And 
Baalam [sic] rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass (Num. 22:21): surely he had plenty of 
slaves? Hate, however, upsets the natural order.  

What does this mean? Avraham loved Yitzchak more than anything, but was still willing to sacrifice 

him. This is love? 

Ego negation 

The answer is yes, Avraham loved Yitzchak more than anything else. There was, however, 

something Avraham loved more, Hashem. Yitzchak was part of Hashem, as is the whole world. 
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Hashem asks me to sacrifice Yitzchak, then my love for Hashem, and my self negation will upset 

the natual order. Avraham wont need the help of his followers, and he will saddle the ass to do 

this himself. 

On the other hand, Bilam's followers , when he wishes to curse, to destroy and to feed his ego, can 

see how hate also upsets the natural order, and  he does it himself too. 

If you want to see how in the future the Mashiach will upset natural order, and all will change. If 

you want to see how bad character traits can become good, then we must read the Torah given to 

us by Moshe, in which we meet the antithesis of what the Torah is teaching us – Bilam. 

There are no floating votes 

There is also another point. The Mishna teaches us about two types of followers , of Avraham and 

of Bilam. Sometimes we feel a bit of both, a floating vote. We are middle of the road, cultured, 

relaxed , without a giant ego, but also not so modest. 

This is what our parsha teaches us, there are no floating votes! You are one or the other. If you 

don’t prescribe to Avraham's ideology, then you follow Bilam. History has shown us how cultured 

European society can turn into great evil, and try to fight against Am Yisrael, because it represents 

Hashem, the infinite. Even if you play classical music, and love cuture, if Avraham isn’t your role 

model, Bilam will take his place, and bring you down. 

May we all be students of Avrahm, and teach the world goodness, kindness, a good eye and 

modesty. 

 


