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Parsha Naso  5788 
By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

What will the Goyim say? 

It looks like a repeat of a story we know well, but this time Hashem tells Moshe that enough is 
enough: 
ּנּו.1 ֶּֽ ְתךָ֔ ְלגֹוי ָגָּ֥דֹול ְוָע֖צּום ִממ  ֙ה א ֶּֽ ֱעש  ֶּֽ ּנּו ְוא  ֶׁ֑ ֹוִרש  ר ְואֶּֽ ּנּו ַבד ֖ ב  ָּ֥ י... ַאכ  ינּו ִבָ֔ א ַיֲאִמִ֣ ָנ֙ה ל ֶּֽ ה ְוַעד ָאָ֨ ֶׁ֑ ם ַהז  ִ֖ני ָהָעִ֣ ֲאצ  ָנה ְיַנֶּֽ  ַעד ָאָּ֥

And the LORD said to Moses, “How long will this people spurn Me, and how long will they have 
no faith in Me despite all the signs that I have performed in their midst? 

There was a similar story just over a year ago – the sin of the golden calf חטא העגל. Then, on the 
17th of Tamuz, Hashem said to Moshe  
ּנּו.2 ֶּֽ ּום ָוָר֖ב ִממ  ֹוְתךָ֔ ְלגֹוי ָעצָּ֥ ֙ה אֶּֽ ֱעש  ֶּֽ ִים ְוא  ַחת ַהָשָמֶׁ֑ ם ִמַת֖ ת ְשָמָ֔ ה א  ִ֣ ְמח  ם ְוא  ִּנ֙י ְוַאְשִמיד ָ֔ ף ִממ ֙ ר  ֶ֤  ה 

Let Me alone and I will destroy them and blot out their name from under heaven, and I will make 
you a nation far more numerous than they.” 

This time, as well, Moshe answers and Hashem promises to forgive. The 13 attributes of mercy are 
mentioned again too 
ים.3 ִעֶּֽ ים ְוַעל ִרב  ִש֖ ים ַעל ִשל  ן ָאבֹו֙ת ַעל בָ ִנָ֔ ד ֲעֹוֶ֤ ק ֵ֞ ה פ  א ְיַנק ָ֔ ֙ה ל ִ֣ ַשע ְוַנק  א ָעֹ֖ון ָוָפֶׁ֑ ָּ֥ ש  ד נ  ס  ִי֙ם ְוַרב ח ָ֔ ְך ַאַפָ֨ ר  ֶ֤  ה  ' א 

‘The LORD! slow to anger and abounding in kindness; forgiving iniquity and transgression; yet 
not remitting all punishment, but visiting the iniquity of fathers upon children, upon the third 
and fourth generations.’ 

There is a big difference between the stories: In the first Moshe says  

ה ֙ה  ... ה 'ָלָמֶ֤ ַח ָג֖דֹול ּוְבָיָּ֥ד ֲחָזָקֶּֽ ִים ְבכ ָּ֥ ץ ִמְצַרָ֔ ר  ִ֣ א  אָת֙ מ  ר הֹוצ ֙ ֶ֤ ך ֲאש  ה ַאְפ֙ך ְבַעמ ָ֔ ֶ֤ ּו. י ֱחר  ָמהָ֩ י אְמרָ֨ ה  ָלָ֩ ר ְבָרָעֶ֤ אמ   ִים ל  ִמְצַרַ֜
ה...4 ֲאָדָמֶׁ֑ ִ֣י ָהֶּֽ ל ְפנ  ַע֖ ם מ  ְלַכֹּלָתָ֔ ים ּוָ֨ ָהִרָ֔ ֶּֽ ָת֙ם ב  ג א  ֹוִציָא֙ם ַלֲהר ֶ֤  הֶּֽ

 “Let not Your anger, O Lord, blaze forth against Your people, whom You delivered from the land 
of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand.Let not the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil 
intent that He delivered them, only to kill them off in the mountains and annihilate them from 
the face of the earth.’  

In other words, Moshe makes 2 points: The first "Am Yisrael!" they are the source of all I do – how 
can you plan to replace them with me? Everything I have done I have done in their name. The 
second point is there will be a ה חילול  - a desecration of God's name with the goyim. 

This time it is different 

ל ה א  ֖ ש  ר מ  אמ  י 'הֶׁ֑  ַוי ָּ֥ ִים ִכֶּֽ ּו ִמְצַרָ֔ ְמעִ֣ ת ְוָשֶּֽ ֲחךָ֛ א  יָת ְבכ ֶּֽ ֱעִלִ֧ ֹו ה  ה ִמִקְרבֶּֽ ֖ ם ַהז  ל. ָהָעָּ֥ ּו א  ְמר  ץ  ְוָאֶּֽ ר  ֘ב ָהָאִ֣ ייֹוש  ְמעּ֙ו ִכֶּֽ  ַהז א֒ת ָשֶּֽ
ה הָ֔  ר 'ַאָתִ֣ ה ֲאש  ֶׁ֑ ם ַהז  ב ָהָעִ֣ ר  ֖ ה ה   ְבק  ה ַאָתִ֣ ִין ִנְרָאִ֣ ִין ְבַעַ֜ ם  'ַעָ֨ ֙ם יֹוָמָ֔ יה  ְך ִלְפנ  ֶ֤ ל  ה ה  ן ַאָתָ֨ ד ָעָנ  ִ֣ ם ּוְבַעמ  ד ֲעל ה ָ֔ ִ֣ מ  ְנ֙ך ע  ַוֲעָנֶּֽ

ְיָלה ש ָלֶּֽ ֖ ּוד א  ת. ּוְבַעמָּ֥ ה א  ַמָתָ֛ ֶּֽ ה כְ  ְוה  ֖ ם ַהז  רָהָעָּ֥ ם ֲאש  ְמרּ֙ו ַהגֹוִיָ֔ ד ְוָאֶּֽ ָחֶׁ֑ יש א  ת ִאִ֣ ֶּֽ ּו א  ְמעָּ֥ ר ָשֶּֽ אמ ֶּֽ ל ת ה  . ִשְמֲע֖ך ל  י ְיכ ִ֣  'ִמִבְלִתֵ֞
ר.5 ם ַבִמְדָבֶּֽ ֖ ם ַוִיְשָחט  ֶׁ֑ ע ָלה  ר ִנְשַבִ֣ ץ ֲאש  ר  ל ָהָא֖ ה א  ם ַהז ָ֔ ת ָהָעִ֣  ְלָהִבי֙א א 
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But Moses said to the LORD, “When the Egyptians, from whose midst You brought up this people 
in Your might, hear the news,they will tell it to the inhabitants of that land. Now they have 
heard that You, O LORD, are in the midst of this people; that You, O LORD, appear in plain sight 
when Your cloud rests over them and when You go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in 
a pillar of fire by night.If then You slay this people to a man, the nations who have heard Your 
fame will say,‘It must be because the LORD was powerless to bring that people into the land He 
had promised them on oath that He slaughtered them in the wilderness.’ 

In other words here he uses only the second argument. The goyim will react badly, so Am Yisrael 
should be forgiven.Was this the only argument Moshe could make in Israel's merit, "what will the 
goyim say"? Not one word is mentioned in Israel's merit? 

This could be because of the magnitude of the sin, but still, why? We will see the Chassidic answer, 
that is based on the simple reading of the text. 

The argument "why is God continuing his anger with his people" is request for Hashem to give the 
people another chance after sinning for the first rime. This was relevant then, at the golden calf. 
But now Hashem says  

ה ְוַעד ַעד' ִני ָהָעם ַהז  ֲאצ  'ַיֲאִמינּו ִבי ָאָנה ל א ָאָנה ְיַנֶּֽ  

And the LORD said to Moses, “How long will this people spurn Me, and how long will they have 
no faith in Me despite all the signs that I have performed in their midst? 

In other words they return to bad deeds again and again, even if you give then another chance, it 
won't help. In other words we are talking about an addiction that is so severe that only one thing 
can be done for the good of Israel, destruction, God forbid. It is in their own good so they will not 
live lives of suffering and punishment, their deaths will atone for them, and allow their spirit, the 
spirit of Israel to enter the world to come for everlasting. 

Moshe Rabeinu, in his wisdom, knows that he will find a way to persuade Hashem and leave Israel 
in this world, that they should be able to continue despite their terrible addiction, that seemed to 
have only one solution – being taken out of this world. For this reason he cannot say "forgive them 
for the good of Israel", because he  knows it is in their good to receive the death penalty. The only 
thing left for him to say is "And Egypt will hear..and the goyim will say…God is unable to bring his 
people to The Land" – prevention of a chillul Hashem.  This is how much Moshe loves Israel 

This is maybe the answer to the question asked by all the commentators – Why the Torah uses 
very strong language 

ל ת ה   י ְיכ ִ֣ ת 'ִמִבְלִתֵ֞ ל ְלָהִבי֙א א  ה א  ם ַהז ָ֔ ר ָהָעִ֣ ץ ֲאש  ר  ר ָהָא֖ ם ַבִמְדָבֶּֽ ֖ ם ַוִיְשָחט  ֶׁ֑ ע ָלה  ִנְשַבִ֣   

,‘It must be because the LORD was powerless to bring that people into the land He had promised 
them on oath that He slaughtered them in the wilderness.’ 

Slaughtering is something done to animals only. Why is the language so strong? 

Moshe is telling us that there is a difference between a dead and a slaughtered  animal. A dead 
animal is a "neveila" treif, a slaughtered one is kosher food for Jews. Shechita, slaughtering is a 
raising up from a previous standing to another higher one, but not here in reality. This will be what 
the  goyim will say, Moshe fears: "Hashem is unable to continue the existence of Israel in this 
world, so he will take his everlasting people, and allow their everlasting existence, but only after 
sechita – that purifies but kills". 

So he says 
ר.6 אמ ֶּֽ ְרָת ל  ר ִדַב֖ ָּ֥ ֲאש  ָנֶׁ֑י ַכֶּֽ ַח ֲאד  ה ִיְגַדל ָנ֖א כ ִ֣  ְוַעָתָּ֕

Therefore, I pray, let my Lord’s forbearance be great, as You have declared, saying, 

Only when Hashem hears this he says not just  'סלחתי' "I have forgiven" but כדבריך'.  "as you said". 
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