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Parshat Ki Tavo  5788 

By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

A declaration made once every three years 

Our parsha begins with the declaration made by the bringer of first fruits to the temple 

ָגר  ָּ֥ ְיָמה ַוי ָ ְצַרִ֔ ֶרד מִּ ֵ֣ י ַוי   ד ָאבִִּ֔ ֵ֣ ֙י ֹאב  יֲאַרמ ִּ ְיהִּ ט ַוַֽ ְמת ֵ֣י ְמָעָ֑ ָׁ֖ם ב ִּ ב ש ָ ו ם ָוָרַֽ ֹול ָעצָּ֥ דָׁ֖ ֹוי ג ָ ם ְלגָּ֥  1.ש ָָׁ֕

 My father was a fugitive Aramean. He went down to Egypt with meager numbers and sojourned there; but 

there he became a great and very populous nation 

The bringing of the first fruits, together with this   declaration are a sign of our deep gratitude to God 

Later on in the parsha is a second declaration, made by every Jew once every three years in front of a 

Kohen in the temple  

ן ֶדש  מִּ ֵֹ֣ י ַהק  ְרת ִּ ַעַ֧ ָכל ב ִּ ה כ ְ ַאְלָמָנִ֔ ֹום ְוָלַֽ תֵ֣ ֙ר ַלי ָ ֙י ְוַלג   וִּ ִִּּ֤יו ַלל   ם ְנַתת  ת ְוַגַ֨ יִּ ֵ֣ ַהב ַַּ֗ ְתָךָׁ֖ ֲאש ֶ ְצָוַֽ אמִּ י לַֹֽ ָ֑נִּ יתָ ו ִּ ְצו ר צִּ מ ִּ י מִּ ָׁ֖יךָ ͏ָעַבְָּ֥רת ִּ א ֹתֶ י.  ְולָֹּ֥ ְחת ִּ ָכַֽ ש ָ
א א ֹלַֽ ו  ְולַֹֽ נ  ֶַּ֗ מ  י מִּ ִ֜ י ְבֹאנִּ ְלת ִּ א ָאַכַ֨ א ְוֹלַֽ ָטמ ִ֔ ו ֙ ב ְ נ  ֶַ֨ מ  י מִּ ְרת ִּ ַעִּ֤ קֹול֙ הֵ֣  בִּ י ב ְ ְעת ִּ ַמַּ֗ ָ֑ת ש ָ ו  ְלמ  נ  ָׁ֖ מ ֶ י מִּ ָּ֥ת ִּ י 'ָנתַ  2.ֱאֹלָהִ֔

I have cleared out the consecrated portion from the house; and I have given it to the Levite, the stranger, 

the fatherless, and the widow, just as You commanded me; I have neither transgressed nor neglected any of 

Your commandments: have not eaten of it while in mourning, I have not cleared out any of it while I was 

unclean, and I have not deposited any of it with the dead. I have obeyed the Lord my God; I have done just 

as You commanded me 

In other words; I have done the mitzvah of giving ma`aser to the Kohanim and Leviim, ma`aser ani I have 

given to poor people and the ma`aser sheni I have eaten in Jerusalem.  

There is no other mitzvah in the Torah in which we are required to declare we have kept it properly. This 

mitzvah is called the vidui ma`asrot, why were we commanded to declare it? 

The confession ends 

יתִּ  ... יָעש ִָּׁ֕ יתַָֽנִּ ו ִּ ָּ֥ר צִּ ל ֲאש ֶ ֹכָׁ֖  3.י כ ְ

I have done just as You commanded me 

Rashi explains 

בו שמחתי ושמחתיי. עשיתי ככל אשר צויתנ  
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I have myself rejoiced and made others rejoice by it 

We know that we have to keep the mitzvot in a happy way, this we will be told later on in the parsha4. Here 

we are told that being happy and making others happy is a compulsory part of the declaration, without it I 

can't make it. We must undertake to be  happy to give charity and making others happy with it. 

At the end of the confession comes a very personal prayer, one that should be made by every farmer, one 

similar to the prayer of the  Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur, the prayer of the zaddik for his generation  

ן ָךִ֜ מִּ ֹון ָקְדש ְ עַ֨ מ ְ יָפ֩ה מִּ קִּ ת ַהש ְ ְך ֶאַֽ ִּ֤ ם ו ָבר  יִּ ַמַּ֗ ָ ָך֙ ֶאת ַהש   ֶרץ  ַעמ ְ ינו  ֶאֶ֛ ֲאֹבת ִ֔ ֙ ַלַֽ ָ ְעת  ב ַַ֨ ש ְ ִּ֤ר נִּ ֲאש ֶ ַֽ נו  כ ַ ה ָלָ֑ ָׁ֖ת ָ ָּ֥ר ָנתַ ה ֲאש ֶ ֲאָדָמִ֔ ת֙ ָהַֽ ל ְוא  ָרא ִ֔ ש ְ יִּ
ש   ב ו ְדָבַֽ  5.ָזַבָּ֥ת ָחָלָׁ֖

Look down from Your holy abode, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the soil You have given us, 

a land flowing with milk and honey, as You swore to our fathers. 

As Rashi explains, in the name of our rabbis: 

 ...לעשות שעליךעשינו מה שגזרת עלינו, עשה אתה מה 

We have done what you have told us, you do now what you must  

The two questions we must answer: firstly, why only in the mitzvah of ma`asorot is there an obligation to 

make a declaration that it has been kept properly, and  secondly, why specially here is there an obligation 

to be and make people happy 

The expression "Look down" mentioned in our verses is explained in another place by Rashi 

שגדול כח מתנות עניים שהופך מדת הרוגז  (דברים כו) 'השקיפה ממעון קדשך'-כל השקפה שבמקרא לרעה חוץ מ

6.לרחמים  

Wherever the the word "hashkef"  שקףה  occurs in Tanach it denotes taking notice for the purpose of 

bringing evil except “Look forth  from your holy habitation . .. [and bless your people] for so great is the 

power (virtue) of giving to the poor that it changes God’s anger into mercy.  

Rashi tells us this in Bereshit , in the story of the angels destroying Sodom. The ability to change the 

attribute of justice to the attribute of mercy belongs only to the highest tzddikim, Here we discover that 

"the whole of Your nation are righteous" we can all turn anger into mercy! 

A person could think that after giving from "his own" to a poor person, the pauper should feel a little 

obligated towards him . God forbid that someone should feel worthy of honour because he has given 

something. This is why the test is if we are able to say "I know all I have is Yours, I have come to negate my 

ego and live in knowledge that everything is yours. I am happy to give, happy when I can't eat at home and 

have to bring the food to Yerushalaim, I haven’t come alone- I have come to be happy and make happy"  

The ability to give tithes to poor people and to know that via doing it I am making the world a better place 

is what changes the attribute of justice to that of mercy 

Our Rabbis teach us  
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7.מרחמין עליו מן השמים - כל המרחם על הבריות  

If you have mercy on others, heaven is merciful towards you. 

The hidden goodness in the world is revealed when we declare twice every seven years "O dear God, 

nothing  is really mine" 

There is nothing  more releasing, happy or just then looking at all I think are my possessions and saying  אין

 there is nothing  but Him.  This is what God has commanded us, to negate our egos. Once we  -עוד מלבדו 

do that, we become tsaddikim, who are able to turn justice into mercy 

Our declaration is to say that we know we have been placed in a world in which Godliness is hidden and 

hard to discover, but we have done it. Now there is no reason why You can`t do what You have promised – 

"bless your people, Israel, and the Land you have given us"     
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