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Parsha Re`eh  5788 

By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

Be happy 

Our parsha opens with a description  of what will happen when we enter The Land 

יֲאךָ֙ ה   ִֽ י ְיב  ִּ֤ ה כ  יך ֶאל 'ְוָהָיָ֗ ֶרץ ֲאֶשר ֱאֹלֶהֶ֔ ה ָבא ָהָאָ֕ ה ֶאת ַאָתָּ֥ ַתָתִּ֤ ּה ְוָנִֽ ְשָתָּ֑ ָמה ְלר  ים ְוֶאת ַהְבָרָכהָ֙ ַעל ָשָׁ֖ ז ֶ֔ ר ְגר   ַהְקָלָלָׁ֖ה ַעל ַה 

ל ר ֵעיָבִֽ ֶבר ַהיַ  ֲהלֹא. ַהָּ֥ ָמה ְבֵע  ֶמשֵהֵ֜ ֹוא ַהֶשֶ֔ ֶרְך ְמב  ֲחֵריָ֙ ֶדֶּ֚ ן ַאִֽ 1...ְרֵדָ֗  

When the LORD your God brings you into The Land that you are about to enter and possess, you 

shall pronounce the blessing at Mount Gerizim and the curse at Mount Ebal .Both are on the 

other side of the Jordan, beyond the west road . 

The Torah doesn’t go in detail yet about the ceremony on the two mountains, which will be in 

Parshat Ki Tavo.  Here it just connects the subject of curses and blessings to the entrance to The 

Land. The question is why is this introduction here, and not in its natural place in Ki Tavo? 

Rabbi Ovadia Seforno ) Italy 15th Century ) explains: 

לת כניסתכם שלא תהיה ישיבתכם בה על אופן ילת בואכם בארץ כדי לפרסם בתחיבתח. הלא המה בעבר הירדן

2.פן מוצלח או על אופן מקוללמספיק אבל יהיה על או  

at the entrance to The Land as soon as you cross the Jordan. This procedure is meant to 

demonstrate that your settling in this land will not be in an unsatisfactory, just adequate 

manner, but that it will be either completely successful or the reverse. 

The use of the phrase "just adequate" is interesting. Other nations can live in a "just adequate" 

way and survive. The French live in France because they are French , the Germans  and  English 

too. The Jews will be "either completely successful or the reverse" God forbid. Before entering The 

Land, before crossing the Jordan, reaching Jerusalem, before beginning anything, we must know 

that our life in Israel will be either on Mt. Grizim or Mt. Eival, both blessed and successful or 

cursed. We will not make an "adequate" society, it won't work. Moshe hopes it will be "a choice of 

life" 

This introduction will help us understand an often overlooked point in the Parsha. The Parsha 

mentions happiness many times, and tells us  that we must be happy, especially after entering The 

Land.  The Torah speaks about happiness also in the context of bringing sacrifices. This is 
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mentioned twice, and both times the Torah warns us that is we miss out one thing, we won't  be 

truly happy. 

ְפֵניָ֙ ה   ַמְחָתָ֗ ל  ך 'ְוָשִֽ ְשַלָּ֥ח ָיֶדִֽ ל מ  יך ְבֹכָׁ֖ ן. ֱאֹלֶהֶ֔ ֶמר ְלךֶ֔ ֶפִֽ ָש  ב ֶאת ה  ֲעֹזָׁ֖ י ָכל ַתִֽ ָּ֑ יך ַעל ַהֵלו  ך ָיֶמָׁ֖ 3.ַאְדָמֶתִֽ  

Be sure not to neglect the Levi as long as you live in your land 

The Levi is one of those who receive maasrot (tithes) . There are many types of charity, but tithes 

are only given in The Land of Israel. If we forget the Levi when we are living in The Land of Israel, 

the one who has no inheritance or land, because God  is his inheritance, then we will not be able 

to be happy. 

Still, we must ask, what is the connection? 

The Levi, who has no inherited land, reminds us that we are not in France or Germany. Here we 

must be connected to God, as the Levi teaches us to be, either the physical Levi or our own 

"internal Levi", to remember  that we are not in our own personal inherited land or , but in God's, 

the Godly inheritance inside of me. Only then can we be truly happy. If we forget the Levi, we will 

forget how to be happy , because this Land doesn’t accept mediocracy , only  if we really 

remember the Levi and what he represents, will we be able to really be happy. 

Happiness is mentioned seven times in our parsha. We must know where it comes from, and how 

to make it last as a blessing. 
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