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Parshat Lech Lecha  5789 
By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

The Fugitive  

This week we read in the parsha about the four kings of Mesopotamia: Amraphel and co., 
who make war with the five kings of Sodom. They capture the rulers of Sodom, including 
Lot, causing Avraham together with “the students born in his house” to go out to war to save 
them and win. 

In the middle of the story appears a seemingly superfluous technicality. The Torah tells us 
how Avram found out about the kidnapping of his nephew Lot. This would seem unimportant, 
what do we care if he read it in a newspaper or heard on the radio? Still the Torah tells us  

 תיִרְב יֵ֥לֲעַּֽב םְֵ֖הו רֵ֔נָע יִ֣חֲֽאַו ֹ֙לּכְׁשֶא יִ֤חֲא יִֹ֗רמֱֽאָה אֵ֣רְמַמ יֵ֜נDֵֽאְּב ןֵֹ֨כׁש ֩אּוְהו יִ֑רְבִעָֽה םָ֣רְבַאְל דֵּ֖גַַּיו טיִ֔לָּפַה ֹ֙אבַָּיו
 1.םָֽרְבַא

A fugitive brought the news to Abram the Hebrew, who was dwelling at the terebinths 
of Mamre the Amorite, kinsman of Eshkol and Aner, these being Abram’s allies 

This is the first time Avram is called HaIvri, the Hebrew. 

Perhaps the important information in the verse is at the end, defining his allies. Still we must 
ask who is this fugitive mentioned at the beginning? Why now is Avram called “The 
Hebrew”? 

Rashi gives his well know explanation: 

רהנה רבעמ אבש .ירבעה . 

THE HEBREW — the one who came from the other side ( רבע ) of the River (Euphrates) 

This defines Avram as different and so is important, but still, why here and not before when 
Avram left for Egypt, or in Or Kasdim? 

Rashi explains who the fugitive was, Og. This time we will not discuss this, but bring a 
different midrash from Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer that is quoted by Baal Haturim: 

 ומע וליפהל לאכימ תופנכב זחא ומוקממ לאמסל אוה ךורב שודקה ליפהש העשב ,א''רדפב .טילפה אביו
ריעה התכוה רמאל םילשורימ טילפה ילא אב' לאקזחיב ןכו ,ודימ אוה ךורב שודקה וטלפו '. 
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When God threw Samael out, he (Samael) held on to Michael’s clothes  to try to pull 
him down too. God saved him and so he is called a fugitive , as it is written “And the 
fugitive came to Jerusalem to say the city had been struck” 

In other words the fugitive is the angel Michael. The story is as follows. Samael, the devil, 
tries to destroy the world. God stops him pull pushing him out of heaven, but Samael, still 
strong, tries to pull Michael down with him by holding on to his clothes. If God hadn’t saved 
him, there would be no Michael anymore. So, the fugitive is Michael. 

We all know that in our world there is a war between good and evil, and that this war is a 
mirror of the same struggle in heaven. Sometimes we feel we cannot have an effect on the 
outcome of this war, as the true battle is above. The midrash comes to tell us the opposite. 

Michael is “the angel of Israel”, he represents kindness. He turns to Avram , Haivri , the one 
who sees beyond , not just here and now. He asks him to save the world and tells him that 
he, Michael, is just a fugitive here, but Avram is the one with the ability to make a change in 
the world above and in the world below.  

A mere human makes a small move here in our world, and the outcome will be that in the 
end Michael, together with Gavriel and Eliyahu will tell us the redemption has arrived2 

The fugitive comes to Avram Haiviri, who sees the whole of the world and the whole of 
history, despite living in a lowly world, in Eloni Mamrei. In the face of the coalition of evil of 
Amraphel, Kadarlaomer etc, Avram and anyone of us who wants to , is able to  listen to the 
fugitive, make a coalition with Aner, Eshkol and Mamre, and take the world from its low place 
to somewhere much higher   
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