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Parshat Noach  5789 

By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

120 years of doing 

Our parsha tells us of preparations for the flood and then of the flood itself The division between the aliyot 

is as follows: ‘Rishon’ speaks of the building of the ark in ‘sheni’ the Torah tells us how the inhabitants of 

the ark the animals enter. We should notice a change in the two parts of the story. The story of building the 

ark starts with doing: 

 Make for yourself a ark make it out of wood and cover it with tar both inside and out 

 Rashi explains  :  

 Why did could trouble Noach to build the ark when he could have saved him in another way? It was in 

order that the generation of the flood will see him working for 120 years and ask what he is doing. He was 

to tell them that Gd is bringing a food to the world and perhaps they will relent. 

 Noach built the ark over 120 years! one hundred and twenty years of hard work! A three level ship. We 

can imagine the hammers the nails and the saws. So much activity! Then after doing all he was told to do: 

 And Noach did all he was commanded by God to do 

He is given the commandment we saw before: 

 From each pure animal take seven.. and from the impure animals take two the male and his partner as 

well from the bird world 

 We would have expected him to have traveled the world to bring animals and to choose species to enter 

the ark. What happens is something different 

 The animals came to the ark in twos both a male and female just as God had commanded Noach 

 As Rashi explains: 

 Came to Noach by themselves  

There are two different atmospheres - The first is of building and in the second without Noach having to lift 

a finger the right animals come to the ark. Isn’t this an amazing story? For a hundred and twenty years 

Noach prepares the infrastructure into which a small minority of the living world will enter. A majority will 

not have such luck neither are those being saved a significant minority. Noach wouldn’t have won a local 

election judging by the number of his supporters. He  still brings those who will enter and causes them to 

arrive on their own accord. Noach’s task is to do to build more and more. Perhaps this is our task too. We 

also have to spend our one hundred and twenty years building an ark. Even so don’t go looking for clients 

they will come themselves. If you truly build an ark they will arrive. 


